


We are pleased to present the third issue of the NSW Reconciliation Council (NSWRC) e-newsletter for 2009. This newsletter will provide Reconciliation Groups (RGs) and supporters of reconciliation with an overview of current issues, links to useful resources, and details of upcoming events. It will also provide you with some insight into current NSWRC activities. If you would like to become a Supporter, join our mailing list, or provide us with some feedback or ideas please go to www.nswrecon.com or email us at nswrc@daa.nsw.gov.au.


NSWRC Update
 
Over the past month, NSWRC activities have included: meetings with NSW Senator Ursula Stephens (Parliamentary Secretary for Social Inclusion and the Voluntary Sector), the Hon. Paul Lynch (Minister for Aboriginal Affairs), Jody Broun (Director-General of Department of Aboriginal Affairs); participating in the National Human Rights Consultations in Sydney; preparing information resources for members and supporters to participate in the National Human Rights Consultation; developing events and resources for Reconciliation Week (27 May – 3 June); and working on a new NSWRC website.

 
Last Friday 3rd April, the Federal Government reversed its opposition to the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. For Reconciliation Week this year, NSWRC will be promoting 2009 as the UN International Year of Reconciliation and will be encouraging Reconciliation Groups, schools, and community groups to consider and discuss how we can better protect Indigenous rights – locally, on a State level, and nationally. We believe that the Australian Government’s support for the international Declaration is an important step towards reconciliation. Reconciliation is intrinsically linked to the improvement and enhancement of respect, recognition and protection of the rights of Indigenous peoples. During Reconciliation Week this year, we aim to highlight the connection between rights and reconciliation and to raise community understanding of the contents of the Declaration and how it can be used to better protect and promote Indigenous rights in Australia.  
The NSWRC is currently producing a number of resources for Reconciliation Week including a Community Education Resource (in partnership with the Australian Human Rights Commission), posters and stickers. All Reconciliation Groups and Supporters will be notified by email within the next few weeks with details on how to order resources pack. 
The NSWRC is also advocating for better protection of Indigenous rights in its submission to the National Human Rights Consultations Committee. We encourage all members and supporters of reconciliation to prepare a submission to the National Human Rights Consultations Committee and have produced an Information Pack and Pro-forma Submission to assist in the process.  View the NSWRC’s Information Pack: Preparing a Written Submission and the Pro-forma Submission here. 



News 

United we stand – Support for United Nations Indigenous Rights Declaration a watershed moment for Australia
Media Release Australian human Rights Commission 3rd April 2009
AHRC Social Justice Commissioner Tom Calma said, "I congratulate the Australian Government for the giant step it is taking today in embracing the fundamental guiding principles of mutual respect and partnership outlined in the Declaration."
Click here to read media release. 

The Australian Human Rights Commission has also released questions and answers on the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples – Click here to read.

The Long Road to UN Rights
NIT, ISSUE 174, 2nd April  2009, Larissa Behrendt
The Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples is a testament to the way in which Indigenous citizens across the world have turned the international law that once tried to justify their colonisation into an instrument that protects their rights. Click here to read full article. 

Amnesty reports to UN on Australia’s human rights failures
16th March 2009

Amnesty International has presented the United Nations with a detailed report setting out its concerns about Australia’s failure to comply with some of the country’s obligations under the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. Click here to read the full text of reports by other non-governmental organisations to the UN Human Rights Committee.

Reconciliation Australia’s campaign to address Indigenous prejudice
ABC 11th March 2009
Reconciliation Australia has launched a confronting advertising campaign to challenge people's prejudices about Indigenous Australians. Click here to read the transcript of an interview with Professor Mick Dodson. 

Aboriginal wages scheme to reconsider rejected claims
SMH, Joel Gibson, 8th April 2009
It will be easier for thousands of people to win back millions in wages "stolen" from them while working under Aboriginal protection acts a generation ago after NSW agreed to review cases. Click here for full story. 

Report finds racism the key to improved Aboriginal health 

Samantha Donovan, The World Today, 26th March 2009  

South Australian study suggests that the life expectancy gap between Indigenous and non-Indigenous Australians can't be closed unless racism is tackled. Click here to read the transcript of an interview with Fran Baum. 

Chief Justice backs Aboriginal Treaty
Joel Gibson Indigenous Affairs Reporter 28th March 2009 

"Such an agreement could recognise and acknowledge traditional law and custom of indigenous communities across Australia, their historical relationship with their country, their prior occupancy of the continent and that there are those who have maintained and asserted their traditional rights to the present time," he said. Click here for full article. Click here to read an opinion piece by Larissa Behrendt, Chris Cunneen and Terri Libesman which discusses further the issue of a Treaty.

Government can't focus solely on remote housing: Calma
NIT 25th March 2009
The Rudd government must not neglect Indigenous people living in non-remote and urban areas when tackling housing shortages, a leading Aboriginal advocate says. Click here for full article.

Urban focus needed to close gap: study

SMH Julian Drape 18th March 2009

The Rudd government must not neglect indigenous Australians living in urban areas if it's serious about closing the gap between white and black living standards, new research shows. Click here for full article. 

$25 Million Joint Venture Hailed by Land Councils 
Media Release NSW Aboriginal Land Council 17th March 2009
The Chairperson of the New South Wales Aboriginal Land Council, Bev Manton, today praised the $25 million joint venture between Indigenous Business Australia and the Nambucca Heads Aboriginal Land Council to build a massive new shopping centre complex in Nambucca. Click here for full media release.

Independent review of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999; Submission by the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Social Justice Commissioner 
Australian Human Rights Commission March 2009

The submission emphasises ‘strengthening the current recognition of the role of Indigenous peoples in the conservation and ecologically sustainable use of Australia’s biodiversity, and providing not only for the recognition and use of Indigenous knowledge, but also requiring the protection of this knowledge’. Click here for full submission. 


Events

The Recognition of Humanity's Inner Potentials
Ron Day, Abstract and Bio (pdf). Monday, 20th April 2009 12:30 – 2.00pm, Mabo room, AIATSIS Building, Acton Peninsula, Canberra. Series Theme: Giving an Account of Ourselves: Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Philosophy, Knowledge and View.

2009 Redfern Anzac Day Commemoration

Organised by the Coloured Digger Project & Babana Aboriginal Mens’ Group. 
When: Saturday 25th April, Where: Redfern, the Block. Ray Minniecon: (Media, March, Service) 0417 929 701; David Williams: (Media, March, Service) 0409 813 741; Mark Spinks: (Block Assembly) 0411 282 917. 

Indigenous Community Consultations about Human Rights 
Kingsford Legal Centre is holding community consultations about Human Rights with the Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander community.
Saturday 2 May 2009; Time: 11am – 1 pm; (BBQ provided); Yarra Bay House.

Rights in Redfern
Redfern Legal Centre is hosting a Community Consultation, as part of the National Human Rights Consultation. The Consultation will be held at the Redfern Town Hall on Thursday, 7 May 2009 from 6pm-8pm. Please RSVP by Friday, 1 May 2009. Ph: 9698 7277

Cultural STOMP Festival
The festival is Newcastle’s Annual Celebration of Community, Cultural Diversity, the Environment and Social Justice. There is a current call for submissions from artists, performers, community groups, organisers/volunteers and stallholders. Program submission and stallholder application DEADLINE: FRI 8 MAY. For more info, email Richard: stomp@octapod.org or click here to visit the website.

Australian Schools National Sorry Day: Sharing a Journey of Healing
National Sorry Day Committee invites you to attend. When: 26th of May 2009. Click here to find out more.


Action 

Make a submission to the National Human Rights Consultation Committee
The NSW Reconciliation Council has developed an Information Pack: Preparing Your Written Submission, to assist you in making a submission to the Consultation Committee. You can use the resource to more effectively convey your position on human rights. View the Information Pack: Preparing a Written Submission and Pro-forma Submission here.

The Making of Modern Australia 

A new online history project and ABC documentary series that offers Australians a wonderful opportunity to tell family stories, developing their writing skills as well as multimedia storytelling techniques. Indigenous Australians are urged to tell their stories, take some photos, make a video or interview a relative with a tale to tell. For more info, see our website at www.makingaustralia.com.au
Those interested in having their family stories featured in the TV series are urged to get started and upload their material before mid-April. 
If you would like more information on the project, visit the website or contact Sarah Gilbert sarah.gilbert@essential-media.com or Elissa McKeand elissa.mckeand@essential-media.com or phone (02) 8538 3100. 


Links & Resources

Indigenous Australians in the city: Urbanisation and segregation 
Centre for Aboriginal and Economic Policy Research, Seminar Series. Click here

What's So Special About Being Aboriginal?: History, family and identity in Aboriginal Australia. Giving an Account of Ourselves: Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Philosophy, Knowledge and View. A speech by Vicki Grieves, recorded on the 9th of February 2009. Click here to view bio, abstract and listen to the seminar audio. 
A human rights act, the courts and the Constitution
The Hon Michael McHugh AC, QC on, to download the speech click here

A Human Rights Act for Australia
The Hon Catherine Branson QC, President of the Australian Human Rights Commission, speech at the Dame Roma Mitchell Memorial Luncheon on. To read the speech Click here
Apology to the Stolen Generations Video
By Will.I.Am (Black Eyed Peas). Click here to view video.


Employment/Scholarship/Grant Opportunities

Employment

NSWRC Seeking Volunteers
NSWRC is currently looking for volunteers to help with: 
· Grant Seeking & Writing 

· Administration Assistance 

· Website Maintenance 

· Research 

· Events Management 

Please contact NSWRC today if you are interested in any of these roles! 

Email to nswrc@daa.nsw.gov.au.

Indigenous Information/Liaison Officer 
The Arts Law Centre of Australia is the national community legal centre for the arts. We are seeking a part-time Indigenous information/liaison officer. Knowledge and understanding of issues affecting Indigenous artists is required. 

For job description and selection criteria contact (02) 9356 2566 or

www.artslaw.com.au. Closes 20 April 2009. This is an Aboriginal identified position.

Site Officers Wanted – La Perouse 
Casual Work at the La Perouse Local Aboriginal Land Council is available. Please contact the Council directly on 02 9311 4282 for details. 
Koori Mail Employment Advertisements
Click here to see all the employment opportunities advertised in the Koori Mail.


Grants

Government Announces Breakthrough Grant for Indigenous Musicians 

Federal Government is offering three grants of $25,000 to young Indigenous musicians as part of its Breakthrough program. Click here to view the media release or click here to obtain the guidelines and application forms. Applications Close May 11th 2009. 
Community Heritage Grants 
The National Library is calling for applications for the 2009 Community Heritage Grants. Grants of up to $15 000 are available to community groups around the country to help preserve and manage locally held, nationally significant cultural heritage collections for future generations. Contact: the CHG Coordinator on 02 6262 1147 or chg@nla.gov.au Applications close: 5 June 2009. Further information: http://www.nla.gov.au/chg


Scholarships 


UAC Equity Scholarships for Indigenous Students 

Applications for Mid-year Tertiary Education Scholarships open in April 2009. Click here for more information. 

IBA 2009 Scholarships Sought
The intention of the Scholarship Fund is to provide opportunities for Indigenous people to access educational opportunities that advance business, financial and leadership skills development with a focus on commercial and economic management. If you have any queries you can contact Priscilla McCotter on (02) 6121 2690 Priscilla.McCotter@iba.gov.au.


To subscribe to this newsletter please email nswrc@daa.nsw.go

 HYPERLINK "mailto:nswrc@daa.nsw.gov.au" v.au with the subject "SUBSCRIBE". Alternatively, to unsubscribe please email with the subject “UNSUBSCRIBE’. For more information on the Council, please see www.nswrecon.com.

The NSW Reconciliation Council is the peak representative body for reconciliation in NSW. We are an independent, non-government, not for profit organisation. Our office is currently co-located with the NSW Department of Aboriginal Affairs in Sydney.
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