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Newsletter Issue 10 July 2009 

We are pleased to present the sixth issue of the NSW Reconciliation Council (NSWRC) e-newsletter for 2009. This newsletter will provide Reconciliation Groups (RGs) and supporters of reconciliation with an overview of current issues, links to useful resources, and details of upcoming events. It will also provide you with some insight into current NSWRC activities. If you would like to become a Supporter, join our mailing list, or provide us with some feedback or ideas please go to  or email us at nswrc@daa.nsw.gov.au.

NSWRC Update
Over the past month, NSWRC activities have included; Meeting with the Governor-General Her Excellency Ms Quentin Bryce AC; presenting a submission to the National Human Rights Consultations Committee; preparing for the NSWRC Inaugural Annual Council Meeting; and developing the final stages of the new NSWRC website which is due to launch this month.
NAIDOC Week (July 5th – 12th) begins this month! The national theme for this year's NAIDOC Week celebrations is ‘Honouring Our Elders, Nurturing Our Youth’. The theme encourages our communities to acknowledge the status of our Elders as leaders and role models for our youth. NAIDOC Week celebrations are held across Australia each July to celebrate the history, culture and achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. NAIDOC is celebrated by Australians from all walks of life. The week is a great opportunity to participate in a range of activities and to support your local Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community.
This month we bid farewell to two long serving staff members. Joanna Lunzer and Adrian Craig are leaving NSWRC. They have both progressed the organisation and the people’s movement for reconciliation in many ways over the last two years and they leave a lasting legacy of positive achievements and goodwill. 
The new CEO Leanne Townsend will take over and lead NSWRC towards achieving ‘a reconciled Australia’. Leanne has worked for the Governor-General, the NAIDOC Week Secretariat, and FaHCSIA among other places. She has a wealth of experience in the Indigenous Sector and is well positioned to lead the movement. 


News 

Governor General Meets with Local Reconciliation Chair

Deniliquin Pastoral Times, June 30 2009
David Crew (Co-Chair of the NSW Reconciliation Council) had the opportunity to discuss reconciliation and Indigenous issues with Her Excellency Ms Quentin Bryce AC.

Will COAG deliver on Indigenous health?
AHRC Media Release Sunday, 1 July 2009

The Close the Gap campaign will be watching tomorrow’s Council of Australian Governments (COAG) meeting in Darwin to see if governments commit to genuine partnership with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. Click here for media release. 
How well do we know each other?

Annual ANU Reconciliation Lecture
Professor Mick Dodson, Director Nation Centre for Indigenous Studies at ANU and Co-Chair of Reconciliation Australia. Click here for speech. 
Community Leadership Oration2009

Communities in Control Conference Melbourne, 16 June, 2009

Presentation by Professor Mick Dodson AM 2009 Australian of the Year
Click here to read speech. 
Let’s not wait another two years to get it right 

AHRC Media Release Sunday, 21 June 2009

Open and genuine consultation driven by a desire for trusting, long-term relationships with Aboriginal people must be central to federal government consultations in the 73 prescribed communities affected by the Northern Territory Emergency Response (NTER), Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Social Justice Commissioner Tom Calma said today, two years after the intervention was announced. Click here for media release.
Stop the Intervention: Self-Determination not Assimilation

Prescribed Area Peoples’ Alliance (PAPA) 22 June 2009

Click here for PAPA statement. Click here for media release by ANTaR regarding the second anniversary of the NT Intervention. Click here to read an opinion piece by Larissa Behrendt discussing the problems with the Government’s commitment to reinstate the Racial Discrimination Act 1975. Click here for article about Sydneysiders protesting against the NT Intervention.
Questions raised over CDEP replacement

ABC Online Jun 19, 2009  

A New South Wales mid-north coast MP wants to know what will replace an Indigenous employment service when the Government starts to phase it out. Click here for article.
Story-telling the way to aspiration and self-esteem
AHRC Media Release 22 June 2009 

“The Wakakirri Outback Festival is a national story-telling festival which builds and forms bonds in regional and remote communities at the same time as creatively teaching numeracy and literacy skills,” Commissioner Calma said. Click here for media release. 
The contribution of homelands to traditional owners

Online Opinion Jimmy Pascoe,19 June 2009

The policy as so-far described may force many of us in West Arnhem to move to larger centres to get access to services, upending our traditional links and potentially exposing us and our children to more of the alcohol, violence and drug abuse that are more common in large centres. Click here for opinion piece. 
Homelands policy risks art industry and more child abuse: Altman

NIT 25 June 2009 By Tara Ravens

Forcing Aboriginal people to move off their homelands could jeopardise the Northern Territory's million dollar Indigenous art industry and result in an increase in child sexual abuse, an academic says. Click here for article.

Racist Australia
Online Opinion Bruce Haigh 11 June 2009
Of course Australia is racist. It is still viewed by mainstream Australia as wrong, so it is practised with some guilt and in polite company circumspection.Click here to read opinion piece. 

The hourly struggle for survival on The Block

SMH Bill Simon June 15, 2009

The forgotten people in Redfern desperately need friendship and interaction with others to show them that someone does care. Click here for article. 
Calare breaks down culture barrier

Central Western Daily Lisa Cox COX 26 June 2009 
FOR students at Calare Public School (CPS), participating in a Wiradjuri language program is both a fun and educational experience. Click here for article. 

Events

Click here to access NSWRC website for NAIDOC Week Events.

Say No To Racism! 
An exhibition /celebration to kick off 2009-NAIDOC Week Paintings by Gordon Syron, A Pioneer of Aboriginal Art, 4:00 to 7:00 PM, Saturday, 4th July, South Sydney Uniting Church, 56A Raglan Street Waterloo/Redfern, Artist Talk-Gordon Syron and Panel Discussion, With Audience Participation Topic: What is Land Rights?

Heart Print Fresco Rock Art 
Friday 3 July - Saturday 11 July by Bronwen Wade-Leeuwen, Trish Wade Quinn & Workshop Participants. 33 Laurel St Willoughby NSW 2068 phone. 02 9958 6540 email. admin@workshoparts.org.au www.workshoparts.org.au  

Launch of Super Cuz 
You are invited to the launch of a community radio program featuring the adventures of a deadly caped crusader who fights for justice. Date: Wednesday 8 July 2009 Time: 2 - 3:30pm Venue: Redfern Community Centre (2 mins walk from Redfern Station) The launch will be hosted by Paulette Whitton MC with special guest appearances on the day, plus plenty of food and giveaways.

Documenting our History
Tranby Aboriginal College, in conjunction with the History Council of NSW and UTS is staging an Indigenous history research event during NAIDOC Week 2009. ‘Documenting our History: telling the stories with the elders’ will take place on Thursday 9th July 2009 at Tranby- 13 Mansfield Street, Glebe. Annaliesse Monaro Public Relations Officer Tranby Aboriginal College P: (02) 9660 3444 E: a.monaro@tranby.edu.au W: www.historycouncilnsw.org.au

National NAIDOC Ball 
Where: Brisbane Convention and Exhibition Centre; When: Friday 10 July 2009 Time: 6.30pm; Tickets cost $80 each + a booking fee (or $75 + a booking fee each when you purchase a table of 10) ; Your ticket includes a three course meal and drinks. Featuring entertainment from talented Indigenous performers. To purchase your ticket please call Ticketek on 132 849 or purchase your ticket online at www.ticketek.com.au

17th annual Mil-Pra AECG Aboriginal Exhibition and Art Award
Exhibition opens 11th July 2009 4-6pm. Theme: Elders Knowing - Elders Showing. 1 Casula rd, Casula NSW 2170 Open Monday-Sunday 10am-5pm. Click here for more information. 

NAIDOC Week Family Fun Day
Bi - Centennial Park, Yarra Bay (opposite Yarra Bay Sailing Club) Tuesday 14th July 10am - 2pm. Proudly Sponsored by Guriwal Aboriginal Corporation in partnership with La Perouse LALC, Randwick City Council, ICC, DAA & SESIAHS

National Men’s Health Policy Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Forum
Date: 15 July 2009 Time: Noon to 3pm Venue: Holy Family Centre 254 Luxfford Road, Emerton. Although you do not need to RSVP, you can do so by sending an e-mail to: national.mens.health.policy@health.gov.au or by calling (02) 6289-6859. The Developing a National Men’s Health Policy for Australia – Resource Kit will provide the basis of discussion. See the National Men’s Health Policy website: www.health.gov.au/menshealthpolicy, for copies or for further information.

Public Forum – Why is Closing the Gap Closing Communities Down?
A forum exploring the new agenda of assimilation being pushed out in the NT and across Australia by the Rudd government. Nicole Watson (Jumbunna Indigenous House of Learning ) and Walter Shaw President of Tangentyere Council Saturday July 18th 2009, 3pm UTS Tower building, Lvl 4 lecture theatre 29. Stop the Intervention Collective Sydney Contact Details: for more information visit www.stoptheintervention.org or contact Monique on 0415 410 558 or Paddy on 0415 800 586. 

Join the Public Lobby of the ALP Conference 
Demanding to Stop the Intervention, to stop compulsory land acquisition, and to fund Aboriginal communities on their own terms. Thursday July 30th, Rally at the Convention Centre Darling HarbourStop the Intervention Collective Sydney Contact Details: for more information visit www.stoptheintervention.org or contact Monique on 0415 410 558 or Paddy on 0415 800 586. 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Healing Foundation
National consultation for the proposed Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Healing Foundation.  Meetings will be held in each state and territory over the next few months and written submissions are due by 31 July 2009. Click here for a discussion paper about the Healing Foundation. NSW meetings will be held: 20-21 July 2009 NSW Sydney TBA; 22-23 July 2009 NSW Dubbo, Dubbo RSL, Cnr Brisbane & Wingewarra Street Dubbo NSW. Please contact Brenda Campe from the Secretariat on 02 6121 4263 or email healingfoundation@fahcsia.gov.au to confirm your attendance or if you have any questions.  Click here for more information.


Action 

Share your Stories
NSWRC is launching a new website this month and their will be a section where Indigenous and Non-Indigenous people can share their reconciliation stories. Send in your reconciliation stories to share them with the reconciliation movement and community. Sharing stories is essential for reconciliation. It allows us to learn about the lives and experiences of others. This can give us empathy and respect, both of which are foundations for building real understanding and relationships.   

NSWRC is still active through various online social networks. Join NSWRC on Facebook and Twitter to keep up to date on all the latest news, events and information between e-Newsletters. These networking tools are also great to meet other people from the reconciliation movement and to start discussions about issues surrounding reconciliation.

Links & Resources

Tom Calma Delivers the 2009 Mabo Oration 19 June 2009 
In the 2009 Mabo Oration in Queensland, Race Discrimination Commissioner and Aboriginal elder Tom Calma outlines the key issues facing Aboriginal and Torres Straight Islanders throughout the nation, and calls for greater consultation with those from within these communities. Click here for video or audio.
Songbird Calling - Redfern Music Project

This is to let you know the latest news on 'Songbird Calling', the recently released CD from 'Studio RCC', Redfern Community Centre. You can now hear the thirteen tracks on rotation, view pics and more on the recently launched page: www.myspace.com/songbirdcalling 
Our Generation – culture, land, freedom 

The film has is a powerful journey into Australia’s Indigenous relations, from colonisation until the present day, see preview here. 
Australian Women's Health Network 

The AWHN is inviting strong Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander voices through genuine participation to debate on the development of an Australian Health and Women's Health Policy Strategy. Your suggestions will guide the development of a national Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Women’s Health Policy Strategy. You can contribute to this important debate by attending a face-to-face meeting and/or through written feedback to Ms Sandy Angus Email Address; Sandy1200@hotmail.com Mobile Telephone number; 0414445788 Mailing Address; 38 Fleetwing Avenue, SCARBOROUGH. Q’LD 4020.

Dreams of Social Responsibility: Rio Tinto, Capitalism, and Indigenous Rights by Michael Barker. Click here for piece. 


Homeland security: opponents speak out 

Click here for audio from ABC National Interest as Jon Altman Professor and Director of the Centre for Aboriginal Economic Policy Research at the Australian National University and Yananymul Mununggurr CEO of the Laynhapuy Homelands Association
SBS Aboriginal program: Stop The Intervention

Intervention Maurie Ryan (Central Land Council) 22 Jun 09. Click here for audio.
Intervention Paddy Gibson (Stop the Intervention Collective Sydney) 22 Jun 09. Click here for audio.

National evaluation (2004-2008) of the Stronger Families and Communities Strategy 2004-2009 

Kristy Muir, Ilan Katz, Christiane Purcal, and others Department of Families, Housing, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs 24 June 2009
Click here for paper. 

Broader native title settlements and the meaning of the term 'traditional owners' David Edelman National Native Title Tribunal 17 June 2009
This paper summarise the various meanings which have been applied to the notion of traditional ownership, based on a review of the published literature on the subject. Click here for paper. 

‘We call them pirates out here’, and in Mt Druitt

Australian Review of Public Affairs Tony Smith May 2009
There are encouraging signs, however, that scholars are approaching the field with renewed confidence that their work can make important contributions to historical knowledge and cross-cultural understanding. Click here for article. 

Commonwealth Indigenous budget bulletin - June 2009

Lesley Russell Macroeconomics.com.au 

The Indigenous Budget Bulletin is prepared by the Macroeconomics health team to help engender public debate and scrutiny of Indigenous budget policy. Click here for bulletin.


Employment/Scholarship/Grant Opportunities

Employment

NSWRC Seeking Volunteers
NSWRC is currently looking for volunteers to help with: 
       Grant Seeking & Writing 

       Administration Assistance 

       Website Maintenance 

       Research 

       Events Management 

Please contact NSWRC today if you are interested in any of these roles! 

Email to nswrc@daa.nsw.gov.au.

Linkz Seeking Volunteers 
Linkz is currently advertising for 5 key volunteer positions within their National Support Team: 

· Communications Manager 

· IT Manager 

· Finance Officer 

· Membership Coordinator 

· Fundraising & Events Coordinator
The National Support team plays a critical role in the overall planning and direction setting for all Linkz programs and is an exciting opportunity to use you skills and make a real difference! To find out more simply click on the position you're interested in. Applications close at 5pm on Wednesday 8th July.

Koori Mail Employment Advertisements
Click here to see all the employment opportunities advertised in the Koori Mail.

ANZ Indigenous school based traineeships
Since 2002, ANZ has recruited over 200 Indigenous trainees in branches around Australia. We believe that investing in training and supporting the Indigenous community provides opportunities for talented individuals to grow and open doors to a career with ANZ. Click here for more information. 


Grants

Check out Grantslink for other government grants. 


Wage Assistance Program 

Dept of Employment and Workplace Relations providing ongoing grants to Australian employers as an incentive to employ Indigenous Australians on an on-going basis. Apply by Email waadmin@dewr.gov.au ; Website: Freecall: 1802 102

Aboriginal Business Link Program 

Dept of State and Regional Development (NSW); An Aboriginal business can seek up to 75% of participation costs up to a maximum amount of $2,500. Ongoing grant to provide Aboriginal business with an opportunity to exhibit products to new clients which assists business to grow and stay in business. Website Dept of State and Regional Development (NSW) Telephone: (02) 9338 6754. 

Scholarships 

Rick Farley Memorial University Cadetship 2009
The Cadetship is offered to Aboriginal students from the Central West catchments that are currently enrolled in studies covering a Natural Resource Management related discipline, including Cultural Heritage. Due date for applications 5pm Monday 6th July. Central West Catchment Management Authority For more information visit: www.cw.cma.nsw.gov.au.  

Housing NSW Youth Scholarships 2010 
Applications for the 2010 Housing NSW Youth Scholarships are now open. Click here for more information. Applications close 10th July 2009.



To subscribe to this newsletter please email nswrc@daa.nsw.go

 HYPERLINK "mailto:nswrc@daa.nsw.gov.au" v.au with the subject "SUBSCRIBE". Alternatively, to unsubscribe please email with the subject “UNSUBSCRIBE’. For more information on the Council, please see www.nswrecon.com.

The NSW Reconciliation Council is the peak representative body for reconciliation in NSW. We are an independent, non-government, not for profit organisation. Our office is currently co-located with the NSW Department of Aboriginal Affairs in Sydney.
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