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Newsletter Issue 6 March 2009


We are pleased to present the second issue of the NSW Reconciliation Council (NSWRC) e-newsletter for 2009. This newsletter will provide Reconciliation Groups (RGs) and supporters of reconciliation with an overview of current issues, links to useful resources, and details of upcoming events. It will also provide you with some insight into current NSWRC activities. If you would like to become a Supporter, join our mailing list, or provide us with some feedback or ideas please go to  or email us at nswrc@daa.nsw.gov.au.


NSWRC Update

Over the past month, NSWRC activities have included: planning for Reconciliation Week (27 May – 3 June); preparing information resources for the National Human Rights Consultation; developing the Reconciliation in Parliament series for 2009 in partnership with NSW Parliamentary Friends of Reconciliation, NSW ANTaR, ReconciliACTION, and Sydney Friends of Myall Creek; and meeting with Reconciliation Australia and other State Reconciliation Councils to discuss how we can work together to promote, develop and implement Reconciliation Action Plans (RAPs). 

Reconciliation Australia’s theme for Reconciliation Week 2009 is See the Person, Not the Stereotype, building on their current awareness raising campaign. At the NSW Reconciliation Council, we will be celebrating and promoting the United Nations International Year of Reconciliation during Reconciliation Week 2009. By focusing on this important event, we hope to spark conversations around the importance of recognising and protecting human rights and Indigenous rights, and the relevance of rights to reconciliation. We feel that 2009 represents an important opportunity for Australia to enhance our protection of human rights – through the Australian Government’s National Consultation on Human Rights and their commitment to signing the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. 

We are also proud to announce that the National Indigenous Steering Committee has selected NSWRC Co-Chair Renee Williamson to attend the National Indigenous Workshop in Adelaide this week. The workshop is intended to lay the foundations for the new National Indigenous Representative body. 


News

National Human Rights Consultations ON NOW!
The National Human Rights Consultations are currently taking place in NSW. Consultation dates for NSW are as follows: Sydney 17th March, Cronulla 18th March, Taree 19th March, Wollongong 19th March, and Newcastle 8th April. Click here for full details. 

The NSWRC has developed an Information Pack on Participating in Community Consultations (attached to this e-newsletter). The pack will enable you to effectively engage in consultations and to highlight the importance of protecting the rights of Indigenous people. Click here to view the Information Pack.

NSWRC will also be preparing an Information Pack on Preparing Your Written Submission. This will include tips on how to produce a submission, examples of other submissions and a proforma submission. 

Progress Report on ‘Closing the Gap’ 
Kevin Rudd delivered his inaugural progress report on Closing the Gap on Indigenous Disadvantage. Click here to read the transcript of the speech. Click here to view the report. Click here to read a Media Statement from Reconciliation Australia. 

Indigenous Issues in the Durban Review
The Social Justice Commissioner Tom Calma recently delivered a speech on the United Nations Durban Review. Click here to read the transcript.  

New Book: ‘Indigenous Legal Relations in Australia’
Read a speech by Social Justice Commissioner Tom Calma on the relevance of this new book by leading Indigenous lawyers. Click here. 

Pat Dodson takes on new role at NSW University
National Indigenous Times Mar 2nd 2009
The ‘father of reconciliation’ Pat Dodson, has been made a professor at UNSW, heading up the new Indigenous Policy and Dialogue Research Unit as part of the Social Policy Research Centre. Click here to read more. 

Cultural ties the key to Indigenous wellbeing
Thursday, 19 Feb, 2009 ABC News
A recently released discussion paper from the Centre for Labour Market Research, authored by Mike Dockery explains the links between connection to culture and better health and employment outcomes. Click here to read the article and click here for the full discussion paper. 

Dodson sets a deadline for raising education standards
National Indigenous Times Feb 19th 2009
Australian of the year Mick Dodson has ‘promised to devote his one-year tenure as Australian of the Year to campaigning for all Australian children - black and white - to be "geared up and ready to go" for the first day of the 2010 school year’. Click here to read more. Click here to read an analysis of Noel Pearson’s response. 


Events

National Human Rights Consultation – Community Consultations 
Click here to see details of when and where they will be held in your region.

ANTaR NSW Health Forum
Success stories in Aboriginal health initiatives: Tamworth
Where: University Department of Rural Health, Corner of Dean and Johnson St, Tamworth. When: Wednesday 11th March 9:30am. Email Kate: kate@antar.org.au

Bush Foods Sensations Evening 
Where: GunnaWannaBe Café in Lismore; March 13th, Click here for more information. 

Public Forum: Racism and the NT Intervention 
Addressing the impact of the ongoing suspension of the Racial Discrimination Act by the Rudd Government. Where: Guthrie Theatre, University of Technology Sydney (UTS), 702  Harris St, Broadway When: 3pm Sunday March 22nd. Click here for more info or contact Paddy 0415 800 586.

National Close the Gap Day 2009
Thursday April 2nd is National Close the Gap Day and an opportunity to campaign for Indigenous health equality. Click here to register an event or see events already registered with Oxfam.

UNIFEM Young Women’s Leadership Forum
Where: Powerhouse Museum Sydney. When: May 22-24th. For more information Click here. 

Aboriginal Resource and Development Services Inc.
Bridging the Gap: Building Capacity with Indigenous Communities Two day seminar in Sydney 27th – 28th of July; Register Now Online at: www.ards.com.au/seminars.htm ; Contact: (08) 8987 3910 or seminars@ards.com.au 


Action

Every Voice Counts: Participate in the National Human Rights Consultations


Click here to see when and where consultations are being held near you. 
Read the NSWRC Consultations Information Pack, prepare for the consultations, attend and highlight the importance of protecting the rights of Indigenous people. 


Links & Resources

These websites provide a variety of resources for the Human Rights Consultations.

Gilbert & Tobin Centre of Public Law
Click here

Human Rights Law Resource Centre
Click here

Australian Human Rights Commission
Click here

Michael Kirby Paper Discussing Human Rights
‘The National debate about a Charter of Rights & Responsibilities – Answering some of the Critics’, The Hon Justice Michael Kirby, published in the Law Institute of Victoria Journal. Click here.


Employment/Scholarship/Grant Opportunities

Employment

NSWRC Part-Time Administration Officer
We are looking for an enthusiastic and committed Administration Officer to join our team. You will provide administrative support to the organisation, & assist in the coordination of projects and events. 12 month contract – 14hrs/wk. Click here for more details. 

NSWRC Seeking Volunteers
NSWRC is currently looking for volunteers to help with: 
· Grant Seeking & Writing 

· Administration Assistance 

· Website Maintenance 

· Research 

· Events Management 

Please contact NSWRC today if you are interested in any of these roles! 

Email to nswrc@daa.nsw.gov.au.

Koori Mail Employment Advertisements
Click here to see all the employment opportunities advertised in the Koori Mail.

National Australia Bank Graduate Programs
NAB is encouraging Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander graduates to apply for the Graduate Program as part of our Reconciliation Action Plan commitment to creating more sustainable employment and training opportunities for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders. Applications close April 3rd. Click here for more info.

UWS Indigenous Traineeship in Business Administration
The closing date for applications: 23 March 2009. Please visit the UWS Website: Click here for full details on this position and how to apply. 


Grants

Community Heritage Grants 
The National Library is calling for applications for the 2009 Community Heritage Grants. Grants of up to $15 000 are available to community groups around the country to help preserve and manage locally held, nationally significant cultural heritage collections for future generations. Contact: the CHG Coordinator on 02 6262 1147 or chg@nla.gov.au Applications close: 5 June 2009. Further information: http://www.nla.gov.au/chg


Scholarships

Ben Chifley Scholarship
Thirty Scholarships are available for 1st, 2nd and 3rd year apprentices from country NSW. At least two of the Scholarships will be awarded to people of Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander background each year. For more information Click here.

Rosemary Bishop Indigenous Education Scholarship Program
Secondary School Scholarship 2010, Click here for more info. 

Indigenous Youth Leadership Program
Australian Government has committed $12.9 million to the Programme which will provide up to 200 Indigenous youth with access to education opportunities at high performing Government and non-Government Schools and up to 50 University places. Click here for more info.

International Grammar School Indigenous Scholarship
Indigenous Scholarship – for entry into Primary School, 2010. Click here for more info. 

Freddie Fricke Scholarship 
NSW Aboriginal Land Council is offering this tertiary education scholarship as part of its community benefits scheme. Applications Close 13th March 2009. Click here for more info. 

Indigenous Education Scholarship
Unity Foundation is offering 20 scholarships for primary and secondary school students. Click here for more info. 

Hank Young Indigenous Education Scholarship
Hank Young Foundation is offering scholarships to primary and secondary school students. Click here for more info.

NSW Aboriginal Land Council Education Endowment Fund Scholarships
Apply for scholarship grants for primary, secondary and tertiary education. Click here for more info.  

National Aboriginal Sporting Chance Academy Scholarships.  
The NASCA Scholarship and Mentoring Program offers four placements annually to Indigenous youth who show dedication to their education and great potential in sport and as a future leader in their community. Click here for more info.


To subscribe to this newsletter please email nswrc@daa.nsw.go

 HYPERLINK "mailto:nswrc@daa.nsw.gov.au" v.au with the subject "SUBSCRIBE". Alternatively, to unsubscribe please email with the subject “UNSUBSCRIBE’. For more information on the Council, please see www.nswrecon.com.

The NSW Reconciliation Council is the peak representative body for reconciliation in NSW. We are an independent, non-government, not for profit organisation. Our office is currently co-located with the NSW Department of Aboriginal Affairs in Sydney.
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