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Newsletter Issue 8 May 2009

We are pleased to present the fourth issue of the NSW Reconciliation Council (NSWRC) e-newsletter for 2009. This newsletter will provide Reconciliation Groups (RGs) and supporters of reconciliation with an overview of current issues, links to useful resources, and details of upcoming events. It will also provide you with some insight into current NSWRC activities. If you would like to become a Supporter, join our mailing list, or provide us with some feedback or ideas please go to  or email us at nswrc@daa.nsw.gov.au.


NSWRC Update

Over the past month, NSWRC activities have included; attending the Australian Human Rights Commission’s launch of the Annual Social Justice and Native Title Reports; attending the Australian Law Reform Commission’s Reconciliation Action Plan launch, organising the NSWRC Forum and Martin Place events for Reconciliation Week; finalising and printing resources for Reconciliation Week (27 May – 3 June); and developing the new NSWRC website.

Reconciliation Week begins this month! It is an important annual awareness-raising week. Reconciliation Week begins on the 27th May, the anniversary of the 1967 Referendum and ends on June 3rd, the anniversary of the High Court’s decision in the Mabo case.

This year NSWRC is celebrating the United Nations International Year of Reconciliation - aiming to highlight the need to recognise, respect and protect the rights of Indigenous people as an essential part of the reconciliation process. 

The NSWRC has produced a number of free resources including posters, stickers and a Community Education Resource (in partnership with the Australian Human Rights Commission). The Australian Human Rights Commission has also released questions and answers on the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples – Click here to read.

Teachers, students, Reconciliation Groups and other community groups can use the Community Education Resource to guide discussion and activities around reconciliation. 

To order NSWRC resources please visit our website at www.nswrecon.com. You can also download the Community Education Resource and Poster here or on our website. 

The NSWRC is also becoming active through various online social networks. Please join the NSWRC on Facebook and Twitter to keep up to date on all the latest news, events and information between Newsletters. These networking tools are also great to meet other people from the reconciliation movement and to start discussions about issues surrounding reconciliation. 

Do not forget to take the once in a generation opportunity to participate in the National Human Rights Consultations and make a submission. View the NSWRC’s Information Pack: Preparing a Written Submission and the Pro-forma Submission here. The deadline for submissions is June 15th 2009. 

After more than two years as Executive Officer of NSWRC, Joanna Lunzer is moving on - so we are currently calling for applications for a new CEO to lead the organisation through an exciting new phase! If you are interested in this dynamic and challenging position and are passionate about reconciliation and social justice for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people, please download the Application Package here. Applications must be received by 5pm on Friday 29th May. 


News 

Reports show way forward for new partnership between government and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples
Media Release Australian Human Rights Commission 30th April 2009
The federal government should take six major steps over the next 18 months to better protect the human rights of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and to progress a new agenda for Indigenous affairs, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Social Justice Commissioner Tom Calma has said in the Social Justice Report 2008 tabled today. Click here to read media release and here to read the Social Justice Report 2008.

A treaty now will go a long way to a more equal Australia
Paul Briggs SMH 4th May 2009
So Much time is spent by Aboriginal leaders in struggling to forge a place in a resistant Australian society that we are condemned to the growing world of crisis intervention and management in isolation and fragmentation, when we really want to be offering hope for the future. Click here for article. 

Indigenous rights declaration just the start
ABC Online 14th Apr 2009, Thalia Anthony, University of Sydney
Australia's endorsement of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous People, announced recently, comes in the midst of a number of United Nations Committee criticisms on Australia's record on Indigenous rights. Click here to read article.

Mind the gap
ABC Online 2nd April 2009 Prof. Larissa Behrendt
Australian of the Year Professor Mick Dodson's recent call for better education outcomes for Aboriginal children should have provoked more discussion. Click here for opinion article. 

Native Title Reform – Where should we go from here? 
Media Release Australian Human Rights Commission 8th April 2009
AHRC Social Justice Commissioner Tom Calma spoke at the launch of the Australian Law Reform Commissions Reconciliation Action Plan launch on the 8th April 2009. Click here to read media release. Click here to read Commissioner Calma’s proposed minor amendments to the Native Title Act. 

Reconciliation Will Be Cooked Slowly
New Matilda, 22nd Apr 2009, By Ghassan Hage

In her new book, Gillian Cowlishaw gives an insight into urban Aboriginal life that the daily media can't, writes Ghassan Hage. And in doing so she offers a new model for reconciliation. Click here for article. 

Workshop paints broad vision for planned national representative body for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples
Media Release Australian Human Rights Commission 17th April 2009
A self-determining and independent body which does not deliver services and has equal representation of men and women are among the consensus points reached at a three-day workshop in Adelaide last month (11- 13 March) to lay the groundwork for a new national Indigenous representative body. Click here for full media release. Click here to read an article in The Australia discussing issues of gender equality in regards to the body. Click here for an opinion piece by Brian Johnstone discussing the representative body’s potential.

Evidence NTER not working
NIT, ISSUE 175, 16th April  2009, Larissa Behrendt
With Labor espousing evidence-based policies, it's time they took a good, hard look at the Northern Territory intervention and the affect it's had on struggling communities. Click here to read full article. 

Towns test resolve to close gap in health
SMH, Stephanie Peatling, 21th April 2009 
Walgett and Wilcannia have been chosen as the NSW trial sites for a new Federal and NSW Government initiative to wipe out disadvantage in indigenous communities. Click here for full story. 

High levels of asbestos endangering township
NIT 30th April 2009
Dangerously high levels of asbestos at a small Aboriginal community south of Sydney is posing a serious threat to residents, experts say. Click here for article. To read an opinion piece by Prof. Larissa Behrendt on asbestos in Aboriginal communities Click here. 

Study finds poor indigenous health due to social factors 
The World Today - Tuesday, 21st April 2009, Reporter: Meredith Griffiths
Now the first study to compare the health of indigenous children across Australia, New Zealand, Canada and the United States has found strikingly similar gaps in each country. The report's authors say it proves that poor indigenous health is caused by social rather than biological factors. Click here for news story. 

Site protection a success: NSW govt
NIT 16th April 2009
The NSW Department of Environment and Climate Change says ‘protecting Aboriginal sites and artefacts has been a success’, however the NSW government has approved 541 permits to destroy or disturb 541 Aboriginal heritage sites. Click here for full article.

NSW Aboriginal Land Council Cautiously welcomes Government’s action to Protect Aboriginal Heritage Sites 
Media Release NSW Aboriginal Land Council Friday 17th April 2009
The Chairperson of the New South Wales Aboriginal Land Council, Bev Manton, today cautiously welcomed the Government’s announcement that it will considerably tougher penalties under the National Parks and Wildlife Act to protect Aboriginal heritage sites. Click here for media release.

Closing the Gap Initiatives
On Close the Gap Day, Sydney South West Area Health Service announced a number of initiatives to help close the 17-year life expectancy gap between Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders and other Australians. Click here for full blog post. 


Events

Click here to see the NSWRC Reconciliation Week Calendar of Events

Local launch "Hey Mum, What's a Half-Caste?" 
An autobiography by Lorraine McGee-Sippel ; Date: Wednesday, 6th May 2009; Time: 6pm; Venue: The Cove Room, Lane Cove Civic Centre, 48 Longueville Rd (cnr Epping Rd), Lane Cove; Bookings: Lane Cove Council:  Ph (02) 9911 3634.

Message Stick - Indigenous Film Festival 
Come to Sydney Opera House and celebrate the 10th Anniversary of the Message Sticks Festival. Enjoy 7 world premieres of 7 Short Films by 7 new Australian directors including directorial debuts by Deborah Mailman and Leah Purcell.

FREE public screenings, FREE live music, and a FREE photographic art exhibition. You will also have an opportunity to meet and talk with filmmakers after each session. Date: Wednesday 7th May - 10th May 2009; Venue: Sydney Opera House; Click here for more info.

Cultural STOMP Festival
The festival is Newcastle’s Annual Celebration of Community, Cultural Diversity, the Environment and Social Justice. There is a current call for submissions from artists, performers, community groups, organisers/volunteers and stallholders. Program submission and stallholder application DEADLINE: FRI 8 MAY. For more info, email Richard: stomp@octapod.org or click here to visit the website.

Indigenous Youth Enterprise Workshops in Rooty Hill 
Are you an Indigenous person aged 15 - 17; or an Indigenous student in years 9 - 11? Identify your strengths & abilities; Develop skills in business & communication; Meet with role models; Find out how to get involved in AFL. Date:  Wednesday, 13 May 2009; Time: 9am - 3pm; Venue: Athletics Precinct Function Room, Blacktown Olympic Park, Eastern Road, Rooty Hill ; Organiser:  Young Achievement Australia ; Registrations are essential. Click here for flyer and full details. Contact Sara Hamilton, Indigenous Program Manager at Young Achievement Australia: Ph. (02) 9299 8879 OR sara.hamilton@yaa.org.au

Indigenous Football Development Program
THE FFA kicks off its new Indigenous Football Development Program this month with seven coach mentors set to visit Aboriginal communities around Australia. Indigenous Football Festival training days:
Moree Where:  Ron Harborne Oval - Boundary Street, Moree; When:   Thursday 14 May, 4.30pm  - 6.30pm.
Dubbo Where:  Lady Cutler Oval - Sandy Beach Road, Dubbo; When:   Saturday 30 May, 10.00am - 12.00pm. Click here for more information.

Journey into Understanding: Aboriginal Studies Course
Presented by Sutherland Shire Citizens for Native Title & Reconciliation, with the support of Sutherland District Trade Union Club, and taught mainly by Aboriginal tutors, the overall aim of these courses is to foster true reconciliation between Aboriginal and non Aboriginal Australians. 

Date:  Saturday, 16 May 2009; Time: 9.30am - 4.30pm; Venue: Rainbow Room of Sutherland Entertainment Centre; Organiser: Sutherland Shire Citizens for Native Title & Reconciliation; Contact: (02) 9528 3344 - quote course no. 23942WD OR www.sgscc.nsw.edu.au

Market researching 'reconciliation': The Australian Reconciliation Barometer
Tim Rowse (Professorial Fellow, Centre for Citizenship and Public Policy, University of Western Sydney) When: Wednesday, 20th May 2009, 12.30 to 1.30pm. Where: Humanities Conference Room, First Floor, A.D. Hope Bldg #14 (opposite Chifley Library), The Australian National University, Canberra. CAEPR Seminar Series. Centre Administrator on (02)6125 0587 or email: admin.caepr@anu.edu.au.

The Road to Better Days – Searching for Equality in Australia 
Jeff McMullen will look at some hopeful recent developments that should help improve Aboriginal education in Western Sydney and open up more opportunities for young people. He will also discuss the obstacles that remain including discriminatory policies such as the Northern Territory Intervention. Date: Wednesday 20th May 2009; Time: 7:15pm for 7:30pm; Venue: Reg Byrne Meeting Room of the Karabi Neighbourhood Centre, Cnr Darcy Road & Fyall Avenue, Wentworthville (off Cumberland Highway); Cost: Free – Light supper to follow. Please RSVP preferably via email to Sabine at sabine.kacha@tafensw.net.au or by phone: Annie 9686 1956. For further details please visit Click here or here.

Calling all community activists! School for Citizens at CPD
The Centre for Policy Development's (CPD) School for Citizens is a new workshop designed to help community groups, non-government organisations and non-for-profits better understand AND affect policy processes. Workshop will be held on Friday May 22, 2009 at the Sydney Mechanic School for Arts - Level 1, 280 Pitt Street, Sydney. Applications open now – places limited! Applications close 9th May 2009 at 5pm. Click here for more info.

Australian Schools National Sorry Day: Sharing a Journey of Healing
National Sorry Day Committee invites you to attend. When: 26th of May 2009. Click here to find out more.

National Native Title Conference, 2009 
Spirit of Country: Land, Water & Life, 3 - 5 June, Melbourne. Click here for more information. 


Action 

Attend Reconciliation Events 
There will be many events on throughout NSW during Reconciliation Week and it would be great if you and your family and friends could participate in as many as possible. Click here to see the NSWRC Reconciliation Week Calendar of Events

Take Photos of Reconciliation Week Activities & Event
The NSWRC is currently developing a new website and we are looking for high quality photos to use on the website. The website will be a great way to showcase the work of Local Reconciliation Groups. Please take photos and send them into the NSWRC electronically or on CD in their highest quality format. Please make sure all photos that you send in are in line with the media protocols of the events and that, within reason, all people in the images consent to the photo being published on the NSWRC website. If possible, please include the names of the people in photos.

Write a submission to the National Human Rights Consultation Committee
The NSW Reconciliation Council has developed an Information Pack: Preparing Your Written Submission, to assist you in making a submission to the Consultation Committee. You can use the resource to more effectively convey your position on human rights. View the Information Pack: Preparing a Written Submission and Pro-forma Submission here.


Links & Resources

Developing an Indigenous Policy Framework
Jon Altman CAEPR 17th April 2009
This paper argues for a very different policy framework that looks to openly combine three interlinked elements: needs-based citizenship rights, special Indigenous rights, and compensatory ‘social justice’ rights. Click here for full paper. 

Indigenous Employment in Economic Downturn
Boyd Hunter CAEPR 9th April 2009
Prospects for closing the gap in a recession: Revisiting the role of macroeconomic factors in Indigenous employment, examines how current economic crises and macroeconomic behavioural patterns might affect Indigenous labour force participation, including the relative role of demand and supply factors, the dynamics of Indigenous employment, and the implications for the Australian Employment Covenant and government policy objectives of 'closing the gap'. Click here to read full paper.

The benefits of Caring for Country in NSW
Janet Hunt CAPER 8th April 2009
There exists a growing body of literature about the benefits to Indigenous people, as well as to the environment, of living on and caring for land and sea country. However, most of these findings emanate from Northern Australia, where Aboriginal people are usually working on their own Aboriginal-owned or -controlled land. NSW is the state with the largest absolute number of Indigenous people, but their landholdings comprise less than one per cent of the state. Click here to listen to seminar. 

What job, which house?: Simple solutions to complex problems in Indigenous affairs
Australian Review of Public Affairs, March 2009, Mark Moran
Low levels of development of infrastructure and industry in remote Australia enable Aboriginal people to continue to assert their social and cultural traditions more strongly than they can in regional and urban areas. Yet remote Aboriginal settlements operate in an extreme economic context, arising from limited economic opportunities, the small size of settlements, large distances between settlements, a lack of institutional capital, and high levels of mobility between and within settlements. Click here for full paper. 


Working with Aboriginal people and communities: A practical resource
This practice resource is a guide for all Community Services and relevant non-government organisation (NGO) staff, particularly field staff. It has been developed to improve service delivery to Aboriginal people by providing staff with key facts, and information relevant to working with Aboriginal communities in NSW. To download this 52 page PDF booklet click here.


Employment/Scholarship/Grant Opportunities

Employment

NSWRC Seeking New CEO
The NSW Reconciliation Council is currently calling for applications for the position of Chief Executive Officer. This exciting and dynamic role is a full-time position for 1-3 years. All applications must be received by Friday 29th May, 5pm. To apply, download an Application Package For more information call (02) 9219 0719.

NSWRC Seeking Volunteers
NSWRC is currently looking for volunteers to help with: 
       Grant Seeking & Writing 

       Administration Assistance 

       Website Maintenance 

       Research 

       Events Management 

Please contact NSWRC today if you are interested in any of these roles! 

Email to nswrc@daa.nsw.gov.au.

ANTaR National Director
Australians for Native Title and Reconciliation (ANTaR) is searching for a new National Director following the resignation of Gary Highland from the position he has held for the past three years. Details of the position are available at www.antar.org.au/jobs. Applications close on Friday 22 May. Media contacts: Gary Highland on 0418 476 940 and Dr Janet Hunt on 0408 170 448

Programming Manager – Koori Radio 93.7FM 
Sydney: Gadigal Information Service Aboriginal Corporation, KOORI RADIO 93.7FM is looking for a Programming Manager. The position is responsible for the day to day operation of the station and works in conjunction with the Production Manager and General Manager. This is a full time position, working Monday to Friday, with some flexibility in times. Applications close: 5pm 8th May 2009. More info Click here. 

Tutors for Indigenous Students Wanted
Badanami Centre for Indigenous Education is calling for tutors for Indigenous students at the University of Western Sydney. Contact: Jane Durie PhD Head of Program AREP Programs Badanami Centre for Indigenous Education  Building 11, Bankstown Campus University of Western Sydney  Locked Bag 1797  Penrith South  DC NSW 1797 Ph:61 2 9772 6319 email:  j.durie@uws.edu.au.

Koori Mail Employment Advertisements
Click here to see all the employment opportunities advertised in the Koori Mail.




Grants

Stolen Generations Organisations Funding
Funding support to assist in meeting the needs of Stolen Generations’ Members. Applications close Monday 18 May 2009. For further information or for an application pack please contact: Selena Reardon, Reconciliation Section, Department of Families, Housing, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs, Phone: 02 6121 4427, Fax: 02 6204 9071, StolenGenerations@fahcsia.gov.au

Charlie Perkins Trust for Children & Students
The Charlie Perkins Trust for Children & Students is raising funds for a pilot cohort of two Indigenous postgraduate students to commence their studies at the University of Oxford, England in 2010. Scholarships covering living expenses, air fares, and all tuition fees will be offered. If you would like to find out more about the Perkins Scholarships, please contact Richard Potok on (02) 9385 9044 or email at: richard.potok@auroraproject.com.au.

Aboriginal language grant applications open 
One-off grants of up to $25,000 are available to Aboriginal community organisations under the latest round of an annual grants program. Mr Lynch launched the latest round of the $200,000 grants program. Further details about the Community Language Assistance Program Grants, or to obtain an application form are available at www.alrrc.nsw.gov.au or by calling 9219 0700. Applications close on Friday, 22nd May 2009.

Government Announces Breakthrough Grant for Indigenous Musicians 
Federal Government is offering three grants of $25,000 to young Indigenous musicians as part of its Breakthrough program. Click here to view the media release or click here to obtain the guidelines and application forms. Applications Close 11th May 2009. 

Community Heritage Grants 
The National Library is calling for applications for the 2009 Community Heritage Grants. Grants of up to $15 000 are available to community groups around the country to help preserve and manage locally held, nationally significant cultural heritage collections for future generations. Contact: the CHG Coordinator on 02 6262 1147 or chg@nla.gov.au Applications close: 5th June 2009. Further information: http://www.nla.gov.au/chg

Check out Grantslink for other government grants. 


Scholarships 

Sport Leadership Grants and Scholarships for Women 
The Australian Sports Commission and the Office for Women have joined together to help develop the next generation of female leaders in sport. Applications opened in April. Terms and conditions apply, so visit www.ausport.gov.au women or call 1800 224 412 for more information.

UAC Equity Scholarships for Indigenous Students 
Applications for Mid-year Tertiary Education Scholarships open in April 2009. Click here for more information. 

IBA 2009 Scholarships Sought
The intention of the Scholarship Fund is to provide opportunities for Indigenous people to access educational opportunities that advance business, financial and leadership skills development with a focus on commercial and economic management. If you have any queries you can contact Priscilla McCotter on (02) 6121 2690 Priscilla.McCotter@iba.gov.au.



To subscribe to this newsletter please email nswrc@daa.nsw.go

 HYPERLINK "mailto:nswrc@daa.nsw.gov.au" v.au with the subject "SUBSCRIBE". Alternatively, to unsubscribe please email with the subject “UNSUBSCRIBE’. For more information on the Council, please see www.nswrecon.com.

The NSW Reconciliation Council is the peak representative body for reconciliation in NSW. We are an independent, non-government, not for profit organisation. Our office is currently co-located with the NSW Department of Aboriginal Affairs in Sydney.
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