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Newsletter Issue 9 June 2009 

We are pleased to present the fifth issue of the NSW Reconciliation Council (NSWRC) e-newsletter for 2009. This newsletter will provide Reconciliation Groups (RGs) and supporters of reconciliation with an overview of current issues, links to useful resources, and details of upcoming events. It will also provide you with some insight into current NSWRC activities. If you would like to become a Supporter, join our mailing list, or provide us with some feedback or ideas please go to  or email us at nswrc@daa.nsw.gov.au.

NSWRC Update

Thank you to everyone who volunteered their time and energy for Reconciliation Week this year. Numerous and diverse events were held across the state, demonstrating the continued commitment of the reconciliation movement in NSW! 

NSWRC held two successful events in Sydney: a Public Forum held at the NSW Teachers Federation on June 2nd and a Concert and Living Library held in Martin Place on June 3rd. The Public Forum focused on the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, the Constitution and traditional land and water ownership. Sarah Pritchard, Megan Davis and Steven Ross shared their insight and expertise on these issues. The Martin Place event was a success, despite the bad weather. The event raised public awareness about the importance of continuing the reconciliation process and showcased emerging Indigenous performers. Speakers included the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs, Paul Lynch, Minister for Community Services and Ambassador for Reconciliation, Linda Burney, and Deputy Lord Mayor of Sydney Marcelle Hoff, along with NSWRC Co-Chairs Renee Williamson and David Crew. Both events helped raise the profile of the NSWRC and the reconciliation process, and it is hoped that NSWRC will continue to run similar events future years.

In addition to organising Reconciliation Week events, NSWRC distributed thousands of community education booklets, posters and stickers across the state for Reconciliation Week. We have also been busy preparing the NSWRC submission to the National Human Rights Consultation Committee and developing the new NSWRC website (due to be launched next month). 

Don’t forget this is your last chance to participate in the National Human Rights Consultations. View the NSWRC’s Information Pack: Preparing a Written Submission and the Pro-forma Submission here. The deadline for submissions is this coming Monday June 15th. 

The NSWRC is still active through various online social networks. Please join the NSWRC on Facebook and Twitter to keep up to date on all the latest news, events and information between Newsletters. These networking tools are also great to meet other people from the reconciliation movement and to start discussions about issues surrounding reconciliation. 


News 

Look at the benefits of Homelands living before moving to shut them down AHRC Media Release Thursday, 21st May 2009
The Working Future policy announced by the Northern Territory Government appears aimed at reducing support to Homelands and driving these residents to move to the 20 proposed Hub Communities, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Social Justice Commissioner Tom Calma said. Click here for media release. Click here for other articles about the new homelands policy with commentary from Jon Altman, Pat Dodson, Bob Randall and ANTaR. 

Territory land resumption 'clearly discriminatory'
SMH May 25, 2009
THE possible compulsory acquisition of town camps around Alice Springs by the Rudd Government could be referred to the United Nations, the human rights lawyer and former Labor election candidate George Newhouse says. Click here for article. Click here for a NSWRC endorsed statement made by the Stop the Intervention Coalition on the acquisition of the Alice Springs Town Camps.

Reconciliation Victoria De-funded and Closing Down!
Reconciliation Victoria
The Brumby Government confirmed that it will no longer resource the reconciliation movement in Victoria by de-funding the state peak body, Reconciliation Victoria Inc. Click here for media releases. Click here to read the letter sent to the Victorian Government by the NSW Reconciliation Council. Please write your own letter to the Victorian Government to urge them to reinstate funding for Reconciliation Victoria. 


Mabo’s warrior-like leadership still needed 17 years on from landmark case AHRC Media Release Tuesday, 2nd June 2009
The 17th anniversary of the landmark Mabo native title decision remains a cause for celebration but Mabo’s warrior-like leadership is still needed to secure improvements to the Native Title Act and the flow on benefits this will bring to Indigenous people, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Social Justice Commissioner Tom Calma said. Click here for media release. Click here to read Tom Calma’s speech titled ‘Who is driving the agenda?’ delivered at the 10th annual Native Title Conference in Melbourne. 

Removing racial prejudice increases chances of success
AHRC Media Release Thursday, 21st May 2009
True consultation with Aboriginal people is the only way to improve life outcomes and to create safe environments for women and children on an ongoing basis, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Social Justice Commissioner Tom Calma said while welcoming the federal government’s Future Directions for the Northern Territory Emergency Response (NTER) consultation. Click here for media release. 

Future Directions for the Northern Territory Emergency Response
FaCHSIA 
From June to September 2009, the Australian Government will be consulting with Indigenous people in the Northern Territory about future directions for the Northern Territory Emergency Response (NTER). Click here for full discussion paper. 

Australian Government and Northern Territory Government Response to the Report of the NTER Review Board
FaCHSIA 21 May 2009  
The Australian Government is announcing its final response to the Review of the Northern Territory Emergency Response (NTER). The NTER is an important cross-government initiative, and the final response has been agreed with the Northern Territory Government. Click here to view report.

Federal Government’s Closing the Gap Budget 2009-10
Click here to read the Government’s budget statement for ‘Closing the Gap between Indigenous and non-Indigenous Australians’.  

Sorry Day still highlights need for ongoing efforts
AHRC Media Release Tuesday, 26 May 2009
The power and meaning embodied in this year’s National Sorry Day should motivate us to maintain our national efforts to achieve healing for members of the Stolen Generations and their families and to make headway in developing a national compensation scheme, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Social Justice Commissioner Tom Calma said on 26th May. Click here for media release.

Indigenous language champion Grant honoured
ABC Online Mon Jun 8, 2009 
A man who has spent decades promoting Indigenous language has been named a member in the General Division of the Order of Australia. Click here for article.

Indigenous Australians 'should be made biodiversity guardians'
ABC Online Jun 7, 2009 
Academics from the Centre for Aboriginal Economic Policy Research are calling on the Commonwealth to better recognise Indigenous  people's contribution to the conservation of Australia's biodiversity. Click here for article. Click here to read CAEPR submission to government on this issue. 

Indigenous health linked to land care
ABC Tuesday, 26 May 2009 Anna Salleh
Indigenous  Australians who are involved in caring for the land increase their likelihood of being healthy and happy, a new study suggests. The study, published recently in the Medical Journal of Australia, examined the link between the health of Indigenous  people in an Arnhem Land community and 'caring for country' practices. Click here for article. 

Australians lack Indigenous knowledge: survey
ABC Online May 26th 2009
A new survey shows most Australians feel they do not know anywhere near enough about Indigenous culture. The research, commissioned by Tourism NT, indicates 80 per cent of adults admit they know little or nothing about Indigenous culture. It also reveals that almost all parents with children under 18 want their children to learn about it. Click here for article. 

Aboriginal police recruitment course launched
ABC Online Jun 4, 2009  
A program to encourage Aboriginal people to join the NSW police force will be rolled out over the next few months. Click here for article. 

Minister 'can't fast-track land claims'
ABC Online Wed May 27, 2009 
The NSW Minister for Aboriginal Affairs says he cannot speed up the processing of land claims, even though he would like to. The Wagga Wagga Local Aboriginal Land Council won a claim over a former government office block last year in a High Court ruling affecting thousands of outstanding claims. State Land Council chairwoman Bev Manton then called for those claims to be processed. Click here for article.

Job losses will devastate Boggabilla and Toomelah
Shana Thatcher 20 May 2009 
Eighty-five jobs will be lost in Boggabilla and Toomelah when the Community Employment Development Program (CDEP) ends on June 30. Click here for article. 

Aboriginal Assimilation: The hub of the matter
Online Opinion John Tomlinson, 29 May 2009

The Rudd Government is in the process of destroying the Community Development Employment Program (CDEP) before establishing an employment program to replace it (see article linked). Click here to read opinion piece. 

Reformed Employment Services For Indigenous Australians
Office of the Minister for Employment Participation Tuesday 12 May 2009  
The Rudd Government will boost resources and invest $778.8 million over five years in the Indigenous Employment Program to deliver employment and training projects designed to meet the needs to Indigenous job seekers, their communities and employers.  Click here for media Release. 


Events

National competition to name the new National Representative Body for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people
The Australian Human Rights Commission is running a competition to name the soon-to-be-established new national representative body for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. Entries must nominate a name no longer than 10 words, which must be original. It can be in traditional language but must include an English translation. Click here to enter and for more information. 

Family Support Program
On 16 February 2009, The Hon Jenny Macklin MP announced the establishment of the Family Support Program. The Family Support Program will work with and support families and nurture children to enable them to better manage life’s transitions and contribute to building stronger, more resilient communities. A departmental discussion paper has been prepared to guide the consultation process. Face-to-face forums for consultation will be held in NSW on 15th June 2009 in Sydney CBD and on Tuesday 16 June 2009 in Parramatta. Click here for more information. 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Healing Foundation
National consultation for the proposed Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Healing Foundation.  Meetings will be held in each state and territory over the next few months and written submissions are due by 31 July 2009. Click here for a discussion paper about the Healing Foundation. NSW meetings will be held: 20-21 July 2009 NSW Sydney TBA; 22-23 July 2009 NSW Dubbo, Dubbo RSL, Cnr Brisbane & Wingewarra Street Dubbo NSW. Please contact Brenda Campe from the Secretariat on 02 6121 4263 or email healingfoundation@fahcsia.gov.au to confirm your attendance or if you have any questions.  Click here for more information.

National NAIDOC Ball 
Where: Brisbane Convention and Exhibition Centre; When: Friday 10 July 2009
Time: 6.30pm; Tickets cost $80 each + a booking fee (or $75 + a booking fee each when you purchase a table of 10) ; Your ticket includes a three course meal and drinks. Featuring entertainment from talented Indigenous performers.
To purchase your ticket please call Ticketek on 132 849 or purchase your ticket online at www.ticketek.com.au
Bibi and Manubai Dreaming
Changeable Art Space invites you to Bibi and Manubai Dreaming, a wonderful local Indigenous Art Exhibition that will be held in conjunction with workshops run by local artists Shane Haurama and Bibi Barba. Saturday June 13, 10am - 3pm, North Sydney Community Centre & Civic Park. Click here for more information.

Good Service Mob Moree & Toomelah Free Consumer Information Days for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders
16th and 17th of June 2009. Click here from more information. 

No to Racism: Stand Up for Indigenous Rights 
Stop the Intervention Collective Sydney 
Rally, March and Concert - Marking two years since the announcement of the Northern Territory Intervention. The Rally will start at 10:30am at Belmore Park where there will be numerous speakers and proceed to The Block in Redfern at 12pm for a Live Concert and more speakers. Where: Belmore Park, Haymarket (Eddy Ave) and The Block, Redfern; When: Saturday 20th of June, 10:30pm Belmore Park Speeches then Rally/March pm, 12pm Concert at The Block; Contact Details: for more information visit www.stoptheintervention.org or contact Monique on 0415 410 558 or Paddy on 0415 800 586

17th annual Mil-Pra AECG Aboriginal Exhibition and Art Award
Exhibition opens 11th July 2009 4-6pm. Theme: Elders Knowing - Elders Showing. 1 Casula rd, Casula NSW 2170 Open Monday-Sunday 10am-5pm. Click here for more information. 


Action 

Write a submission to the National Human Rights Consultation Committee – Last Chance - Deadline for Submissions Jun 15th 2009
The NSW Reconciliation Council has developed an Information Pack: Preparing Your Written Submission, to assist you in making a submission to the Consultation Committee. You can use the resource to more effectively convey your position on human rights. View the Information Pack: Preparing a Written Submission and Pro-forma Submission here.

Send in Photos from Reconciliation Week
Last month the NSWRC asked everyone to take photos during Reconciliation Week. If you took some photos, please send them in either via email or on CD via post. NSWRC is looking for as many good high-resolution photos as possible for its new website to be launched next month. Please make sure all photos that you send in are in line with the media protocols of the events and that, within reason, all people in the images consent to the photo being published on the NSWRC website. If possible, please include the names of the people in photos and the event where they were taken.


Links & Resources

The untimely abolition of the Community Development Employment Program Jon Altman (Director, CAEPR) and Kirrily Jordan (Post Doctoral Fellow, CAEPR) 8th May 2009
Focuses on proposed changes to the Social Security Act 1991 that would facilitate changes to the Community Development Employment Projects (CDEP) scheme, and examines the serious potential consequences of abolishing CDEP as currently formulated in non-remote areas by July 2009 and remote areas by July 2011. Click here to read submission.

Market researching 'reconciliation': The Australian Reconciliation Barometer —Tim Rowse (Professorial Fellow, Centre for Citizenship and Public Policy, University of Western Sydney). In February 2009, Reconciliation Australia published Australian Reconciliation Barometer, an attempt to measure, through survey research, the progress (or lack of progress) of 'reconciliation' between Indigenous and non-Indigenous Australians. The research and (evidently) the interpretation of the data are the work of Auspoll. The project is interesting in a number of ways. Click here for audio. 

Is ‘Close the Gap’ a useful approach to improving the health and wellbeing of Indigenous Australians?
Kerryn Pholi ; Dan Black Craig Richards ;  University of Newcastle 
There is widespread enthusiasm for the Australian government’s commitment to ‘Close the Gap’ in Indigenous disadvantage, health status and life expectancy. Yet despite the rhetoric, the pursuit of statistical equality for Indigenous Australians is not a novel or particularly promising approach. Click here for journal article. 

Beyond guarding ground: A vision for a National Indigenous Cultural Authority A discussion paper by Terri Janke
For copies contact: Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Arts Board,

Australia Council for the Arts, Phone: 02 9215 9118 Email: A.Doyle@australiacouncil.gov.au
The Land is a Map: Placenames of Indigenous Origin in Australia
Edited by Luise Hercus, Flavia Hodges and Jane Simpson 
The entire Australian continent was once covered with networks of Indigenous placenames. Click here to download book free. 

Indigenous Australians and the Constitution
Reconciliation Australia June 5th 2009
This Q & A factsheet is part of a series Reconciliation Australia is producing aimed at informing the community and stimulating conversations about the issues that affect us all. Click here for resource. 

Keeping Up
Author Regina Hill
Prime Minister Rudd has made a promise to halve the education and work opportunity gap between Indigenous and non-Indigenous people in ten years. The Forum, in partnership with Reconciliation Australia, has developed two reports as a contribution to this goal. Click here to download. 

Insights from the Commission on the Social Determinants of Health for Australia's health 2020
Professor Fran Baum, speaking about Australia's health reform agenda and her experience of "Closing the gap", Medicare and citizen debate and control over healthcare.  Click here for audio. 

Resources for community organisations and activists 
Click here for a list of resources to help change agents. 

Portraits from a Land Without People
Portraits from a Land Without People is the most comprehensive anthology of photographs to document Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island culture. Proceeds from this project go to the Jimmy Little Foundation’s national Initiatives dedicated to improving Indigenous health, particularly kidney disease. Portraits from a Land Without People celebrates the richness, diversity and Resilience of Indigenous culture and can be ordered online click here.


Employment/Scholarship/Grant Opportunities

Employment

NSWRC Seeking Volunteers
NSWRC is currently looking for volunteers to help with: 
       Grant Seeking & Writing 

       Administration Assistance 

       Website Maintenance 

       Research 

       Events Management 

Please contact NSWRC today if you are interested in any of these roles! 

Email to nswrc@daa.nsw.gov.au.

Linkz Seeking Volunteers 
Linkz is currently advertising for 5 key volunteer positions within their National Support Team: 

· Communications Manager 

· IT Manager 

· Finance Officer 

· Membership Coordinator 

· Fundraising & Events Coordinator
The National Support team plays a critical role in the overall planning and direction setting for all Linkz programs and is an exciting opportunity to use you skills and make a real difference! To find out more simply click on the position you're interested in. Applications close at 5pm on Wednesday 8th July.

Koori Mail Employment Advertisements
Click here to see all the employment opportunities advertised in the Koori Mail.

ANZ Indigenous school based traineeships
Since 2002, ANZ has recruited over 200 Indigenous trainees in branches around Australia. We believe that investing in training and supporting the Indigenous community provides opportunities for talented individuals to grow and open doors to a career with ANZ. Click here for more information. 


Grants

Check out Grantslink for other government grants. 


Scholarships 

Indigenous Leadership Program 2009/10
FaHCSIA offers leadership development opportunities to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander women, men and young people over 18 years old.
The purpose of the Indigenous Leadership Program is to assist you to become a strong leader. Applications close 19th June 2009. Click here to register or for more information. 

Housing NSW Youth Scholarships 2010 
Applications for the 2010 Housing NSW Youth Scholarships are now open. Click here for more information. Applications close 10th July 2009.



To subscribe to this newsletter please email nswrc@daa.nsw.go

 HYPERLINK "mailto:nswrc@daa.nsw.gov.au" v.au with the subject "SUBSCRIBE". Alternatively, to unsubscribe please email with the subject “UNSUBSCRIBE’. For more information on the Council, please see www.nswrecon.com.

The NSW Reconciliation Council is the peak representative body for reconciliation in NSW. We are an independent, non-government, not for profit organisation. Our office is currently co-located with the NSW Department of Aboriginal Affairs in Sydney.
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