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15 May 2009
The Hon John Brumby

Premier
Level 1, 1 Treasury Pl
Melbourne 3002
 
Dear Premier Brumby,
We are writing in regards to the Victorian Government’s failure to commit to future funding for Reconciliation Victoria. We are deeply concerned that Reconciliation Victoria is currently facing the possibility of forced closure, having received no future funding commitment from the Victorian Government for the coming financial year. 

The NSW Reconciliation Council is the peak body for reconciliation in NSW and was formed, similarly to Reconciliation Victoria, by members of the peoples’ reconciliation movement to continue the unfinished business of reconciliation in our state. Unlike the Victorian Government, the NSW Government recently committed to continuing to provide recurrent annual funding of $230,000 until the end of 2011-12, to support their State Reconciliation Council.
Numerous Federal and State Government reports have highlighted for the need for state-based reconciliation bodies, and the continuing imperative for greater understanding between Indigenous and non-Indigenous Australians. The decision to de-fund Reconciliation Victoria is inconsistent with recommendations of the former Council for Aboriginal Reconciliation (CAR) under their Roadmap for Reconciliation, which provides clear direction to Australian Governments (Federal, State and Local) for ensuring the reconciliation process continues. 
Support for reconciliation at the state level is essential for a number of reasons. 
Firstly, State Reconciliation Councils play an important role in working in partnership with State Departments to progress reconciliation within their realms of responsibility. 
Secondly, State Reconciliation Councils provide an essential link to local reconciliation groups and local initiatives that a national body is unable to provide. Without support from State Reconciliation Councils, many community initiatives would not be possible – it is well-recognised that the reconciliation process is a multi-layered process that must progress at an interpersonal and community level as well as at a national and institutional level. 
Thirdly, state-specific knowledge and networks of State Reconciliation Councils are essential for the provision of accurate information to the general public about reconciliation – again, this is a service a national body is unable to provide.   

We urge the Victorian Government to provide Reconciliation Victoria with a three-year funding agreement, to provide sustainability for Reconciliation Victoria’s work; and an increase on the current $200,000 pa grant, which only allows a small impact on the large challenge of reconciliation.
We recognise the importance of providing funding directly to Indigenous communities and have maintained a stand that funding for reconciliation should not compete with funding for Indigenous programs and initiatives.  We believe that Reconciliation is the responsibility of all Australians and all levels of government.  We urge the Victorian Government to recognise the importance of Reconciliation Victoria in helping to meet this responsibility

We hope you will reconsider your decision.
Kind regards,
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Renee Williamson




David Crew

Co-Chairperson (Indigenous)



Co-Chairperson (non-Indigenous)
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