Mr Matt Kean, MP
Suite 5 The Madison
25-29 Hunter Street
HORNSBY NSW 2077
Dear Mr Kean
I am writing on behalf of Hornsby Area Residents for Reconciliation (HARR) to congratulate you on becoming the new Member for Hornsby and to introduce HARR to you. HARR has been active in the Hornsby area for 12 years, supporting Aboriginal justice and Reconciliation. We have worked to organise community events, awareness raising, public education, recognition of the Darug and Guringai Peoples as Traditional Owners and celebration of Aboriginal culture.  
Mrs Judy Hopwood, your predecessor, was very supportive of our aims and activities and made several representations to the government on issues we raised with her. We hope we can establish and maintain a similar relationship with you.

HARR is an organisational member of both the NSW Reconciliation Council and ANTaR NSW, which work at a State level to promote Reconciliation. For your consideration, I have attached three fact sheets produced by ANTaR NSW that highlight some of the disadvantage and injustices faced by many Aboriginal people in NSW in 2011. Many of the statistics reflect a harsh reality for individuals in the Aboriginal community who should be enjoying the same health and opportunities as other people in this state. 
Although they are not highly visible, there are Aboriginal people in the Hornsby community who have also been impacted by past policies and continue to suffer disadvantage and injustice. HARR hopes you will agree that these issues need urgent and sustained action by our elected representatives in genuine consultation with Aboriginal people and their communities. 
We invite your comment and response to such issues and would welcome your commitment to pursue real solutions both in the Parliament and in making strong representations to relevant ministers. We also seek your support in continuing to celebrate the contribution that Aboriginal people and communities have made to the state’s past and present. We have been heartened by the longstanding bipartisan commitment of the NSW Parliament toward Reconciliation, reinforced by the recent amendment to the NSW Constitution, recognising Aboriginal people.

HARR would be very pleased if you would agree to meet us to so that we can make your acquaintance and brief you further. We will contact your office during the next few weeks to seek an appointment.  
On behalf of Hornsby Area Residents for Reconciliation, I wish you all the very best for the coming Parliamentary term.

Yours sincerely
Dr Annette Salt

