[image: image1.png]L A A A A A e I I R E R EE E B R R N - Y

% HARR HORNSBY AREA RESIDENTS FOR RECONCILIATION
R R e T IUEIES e e USRS S ERUUUIUUUIE L



[image: image1.png]

20 Lisgar Lane

Hornsby 2077
The Hon Jenny Macklin MP

Minister for Indigenous Affairs

Parliament House

CANBERRA 2600

Dear Minister

I am writing on behalf of Hornsby Area Residents for Reconciliation (HARR) concerning the Northern Territory Emergency Response. We were pleased that the Prime Minister visited the Northern Territory earlier this month. We hope that the visit brought home to the Prime Minister a number of the problems associated with the intervention.

HARR noted that Ms Gillard spoke more than once of the “next phase” of the intervention. Presumably, she was referring to 2012 and beyond, when the term of the emergency response has concluded.

HARR hopes that the government will take the opportunity, in planning the “next phase”, of revising its approach to service provision to Aboriginal communities in the Northern Territory and to apply the rhetoric it used before its election in 2007. In particular, we hope the government in the “next phase” will honour its 2007 undertakings about consultation and evidence based decisions which do not breach the Racial Discrimination Act and are consistent with the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.
Clearly, the level of spending undertaken by the government to provide services for Aboriginal people in the Northern Territory needs to be maintained for the long term. However, rather than continue to impose inflexible programs from above, it is now time to begin genuine consultation with the Aboriginal people about how they can be empowered to identify the needs and plan and manage their own services under the “next phase”. 

Empowerment should involve the restoration of community governance to the local people, the planning of services to foster self management and the training and employment of Aboriginal community members to undertake the building and maintenance of housing and other facilities. Income management should be optional for individuals and communities must be able to make their own decisions about alcohol control arrangements.
Although we are based in metropolitan Sydney, some members of HARR who have regularly visited one of the prescribed communities in the Northern Territory have witnessed first hand the impact of the intervention on that community.
School attendance in the community has declined, a self-imposed and enforced ban on alcohol in the community has broken down, opportunities for local employment have declined and shoddy work is carried out by poorly supervised contractors who travel to the community from Alice Springs without any concern for the quality of their work.

All decision making about facilities, programs and expenditure in the community have been taken out of the hands of the community council and transferred to a shire council based several hundred kilometres away, or a non-Aboriginal Government Business Manager. As a consequence, there is a widespread and understandable malaise in the community, reflecting a perception by residents of their complete loss of control over their community and their personal circumstances.
There is now a general recognition throughout Australia among interested people, that the intervention was misguided and has failed in almost all its objectives. Concern remains high about health, education, imprisonment rates and housing in Aboriginal communities in the Northern Territory.

Now is the time for the government to listen to the people in those communities about the solutions they want and how they can plan and manage affairs and spending in their local communities. 
Empowering and providing funding to the communities rather than continued “top down” programs will result, no doubt, in some mistakes being made. Whatever incidence of mistakes and mismanagement occurs, it is hardly likely to exceed the examples of waste and mismanagement reported about the way the government has mismanaged the programs. The trade off will be community ownership, the restoration of pride, confidence and cultural relevance and a rebuilding of local initiative and capacity.
Hornsby Area Residents for Reconciliation urges the government, in planning the “next phase”, to transform the intervention into an investment in community empowerment.

Yours sincerely
Bob White

for HARR
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