[image: image1.png]L A A A A A e I I R E R EE E B R R N - Y

% HARR HORNSBY AREA RESIDENTS FOR RECONCILIATION
R R e T IUEIES e e USRS S ERUUUIUUUIE L



[image: image1.png]

20 Lisgar Lane

Hornsby 2077
The Hon Greg Smith MP



Attorney-General

Level 31 Governor Macquarie Tower
1 Farrer Place
SYDNEY NSW 2000

Dear Mr Smith 

As you are aware, Aboriginal young people are shockingly overrepresented in the NSW criminal justice system - making up almost 50% of juveniles in custody. The Doing Time – Time for Doing report, released by the House of Representatives Standing Committee on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Affairs in June 2011, described the over-representation of Indigenous youth in prisons as a ‘national disgrace’.  
Hornsby Area Residents for Reconciliation (HARR) believes urgent action is required to reduce this over-representation. Members of HARR were encouraged to hear your comments on this subject at a Reconciliation in Parliament seminar in October 2010. 

HARR welcomes the recent agreement by the Standing Committee of Attorneys-General  at your July meeting to refer the issue of the adoption of justice specific closing the gap targets to the Council of Australian Governments (COAG). We are writing now to urge you to ensure this issue is included on the COAG meeting agenda as soon as possible, ideally at the meeting planned for October 2011. 

We congratulate you and your colleagues for agreeing:

(a) to significantly reduce the gap in Indigenous offending and victimisation, and;

(b) to ask First Ministers to refer to COAG the possible adoption of justice specific Indigenous closing the gap targets. 

The disproportionately high level of Indigenous young people in the criminal justice system is a national crisis in need of urgent and strategic action from governments of all persuasions – both state and federal – to break the cycle of offending and imprisonment and build safer and healthier communities. 

Justice targets are the missing piece in the Closing the Gap Strategy. Existing targets on health, employment, education and life expectance all depend on reducing Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander imprisonment and its destructive social and economic effects. 

Australian governments are now faced with an opportunity to take meaningful and coordinated national action to address an urgent justice issue. We urge you to do everything within your power to ensure that this opportunity is not wasted and another generation is not lost to the criminal justice system. 

Yours sincerely
Bob White

for HARR
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