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20 Lisgar Lane

Hornsby 2077

The Hon Barry O’Farrell MP
Premier

Governor Macquarie Tower

1 Farrer Place

SYDNEY NSW 2000

Dear Premier

I am writing on behalf of Hornsby Area Residents for Reconciliation (HARR) about the continuing high rate of incarceration of Aboriginal people, especially juveniles. HARR is asking for your support for urgent action in this area. 

You would be aware that the final report of the Royal Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody 1991 stated that there are “disproportionate numbers of Aboriginal people in custody, compared with non-Aboriginal people” and that “too many Aboriginal people are in custody too often.”  Yet twenty years later this problem is even worse.

HARR supports the National Call to Action to reduce the over-representation of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people in the criminal justice system which has been endorsed by a wide range of Aboriginal and community legal services and human rights organisations.  It urges action for:

* Federal, State and Territory governments to adopt a National Plan at COAG level with targets for reducing Indigenous imprisonment rates;

* improved police accountability and standards in all places of detention through the introduction of independent investigations of police conduct and inspections of all places of detention;

* a commitment to a Justice Reinvestment approach, which involves diverting some of the funds currently spent on prisons into communities with a high concentration of offenders to fund initiatives that will reduce rates of offending.  Justice Reinvestment has been recommended by a growing number of people, including in reports from the Australian Human Rights Commission and a range of Parliamentary Committees.

HARR welcomes the commitment of your government to close the gap faced by Aboriginal people in areas such as health, education and employment. We urge you to build on those commitments by expressing support for the National Call to Action and doing what you can to see it is put into practice.

Yours sincerely
Bob White

for HARR 
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