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LANE COVE CHILDREN’S VOICES FOR RECONCILIATION
It was a very special day for our Children’s Voices this year:  June 3 was MABO DAY.  However our worst fears were realised when the rain poured down on the day and night before LCCVR this year.  It meant that the event would have to be transferred to the Cove Room at the Lane Cove Civic Centre.  Unfortunately some of the schools that normally walk up to the Plaza were not able to attend. 

Nevertheless the event was very enjoyable with so many parents attending.   The schools who performed were enthusiastic and talented, very committed to the Reconciliation cause and this year’s theme ‘Reconciliation, let’s see it through’.

We were very fortunate to have Aunty Agnes Ware, of the Karrareg People of the Torres Strait and morning presenter on Koori Radio 93.7 FM as our MC for the morning.  Aunty Agnes began with a few opening remarks and then Michelle Lovegrove, of the Ngarrindjeri Nation, Executive Producer, SBS Radio 1107 AM National Aboriginal Program (and LCCR member) gave the Acknowledgement of Cameraygal Country.  The Mayor of Lane Cove, Cr Win Gaffney welcomed everyone and  on behalf of Lane Cove Council and Lane Cove Residents for Reconciliation, the Mayor presented each school with a Certificate of Appreciation.
Loreto, Kirribilli opened the program, with two Year 11 and two Year 8 students speaking about Reconciliation and the Aboriginal texts they had been studying in their Aboriginal Studies course:  Matt Ottley’s Requiem for a Beast, and Meme McDonald and Boori Monty Pryor’s Njunjul the Sun.

As always a highlight of the program:  the children from Alexandria Park Community School, who come by bus from Alexandria every year to take part in Lane 
Cove CVR, performed several items. Clare Compton’s Year 2/3 Class sang to Monica Brown’s “One People, One Land”.  The Aboriginal Dance Teacher, Brendan Kerin led twelve members of the Aboriginal Boys’ Dance Group ‘The Deadly Boys’ performed the dances:  Welcome, Clearing Ground, Emu, Kangaroo, Hawk and Whirly Bird.  Brendan played the didgeridoo for the dancing.   Greenwich Infants School, led by Assistant Principal, Anna Parrella, acted out a Dreamtime Story –How the Birds Got Their Colours’, with lots of action and colour, it was very entertaining.

For Lane Cove Public School,  Georgina Schmidt, a Year 5 teacher, had brought her class who had composed Acrostic Poems to the word RECONCILIATION – each poem beginning with a letter – very interesting and very well done.  Lane Cove Public School also hosted the Alexandria Park Community School group for a sausage sizzle lunch after the event. 

Currambena Primary School led by teacher Wendy Pettit sang an acapella ‘Sorry’ song that was written by the Sydney Street Choir and some of the children presented brief speeches on the subject of Reconciliation.

We are always delighted to have some of the Indigenous students from St.Ignatius Riverview take part in LCCVR, and this year five students from Year 7, (who had only begun at Riverview this year) accompanied by teacher, Andrew Cheney, each spoke briefly about their background and the experience of being at Riverview.

Another highlight this year was the final item: ninety members of the Year 3 Choir, St.Michael’s 

School, led by Jenny Coghlan, sang Monica Brown’s ‘One People, One Land’.  The sound was really beautiful and much enjoyed by the many St.Michael’s parents who had come to hear their children sing.

Aunty Agnes Ware concluded the program by thanking the children, the teachers and schools, and with some closing remarks about the Torres Strait Islands.  It had been a most enjoyable morning.  In spite of the rain, there was a large audience, which included some of Lane Cove Occasional Child Care Centre’s children, brought up by two of their teachers. The event this year was filmed by National Indigenous TV and broadcast by SBS Radio Aboriginal Program.

Every year it is a joy to see that the school students are being taught the true history of our land by teachers at the schools who are passionate about the richness and importance of Aboriginal Culture and History and about the Reconciliation cause.
Jill Chambers
UNCLE MAX HARRISON’S AUTHOR TALK

On the evening of Tuesday the 4th May 2010 Uncle Max Dulumunmun Harrison, a Yuin Elder gave an author talk on his recently published book titled ‘My People’s Dreaming’ at Lane Cove Library. The idea for this event was generated by Lane Cove Council and supported by Lane Cove Residents for Reconciliation (LCRR).

The evening was hosted by Naomi Bassford from Lane Cove Library and began with Julia Bennison a descendant of the Wiradjuri and member of LCRR giving the Acknowledgement of Country, followed by Lane Cove Councillor Scott Bennison donating a copy of ‘My People’s Dreaming’ to the library. Jenny Bice, Lane Cove Library’s Manager graciously accepted the copy, which is now available to be read by the public and is another resource in the library on Aboriginal culture.     
It was then over to Uncle Max, an initiated Yuin Elder who spoke about his life, family and Aboriginal culture. It was an opportunity for people who might not have ever listened to an Aboriginal Elder speak, to ask questions and gain insight into traditional Yuin teachings. Uncle Max talked about how he was instructed by his Elders to respect the land, the bush being a supermarket of food and medicine and how he had forgiven the injustices he had experienced throughout his life. 

At the conclusion of his presentation Uncle Max promoted the cultural trips he conducts in Yuin country (far south coast NSW) to special sites and invited those interested in joining him to come along on his next tour to sacred Gulaga Mountain. People were also able to order a copy of ‘My People’s Dreaming’ at the end of the session. 

It was an enjoyable evening attended by approximately 60 people.   
Julia Bennison



RIVERVIEW COLLEGE SORRY DAY SERVICE 2010
St.Ignatius College Riverview have a service each year on Sorry Day, which is run by the Aboriginal Scholarship boys.  The whole school attends, i.e. the full student body and all the staff, the only place large enough to hold it is the large gym in the Gartlan Centre.

For the last two years, LCRR has been invited to attend, this year Bruce and I went to the service held on May 26, 2010. 
and two of our 
The boys take the major roles in the service:  Andrew Roberts gave the Acknowledgement of Cameraygal Country, and Dominic Craig, and Lincoln and Mitchell Whiteley led the prayers, to which there was a response by the audience in an Aboriginal language, written on an overhead screen.
Dr. Dennis Foley, Professor of Aboriginal Studies, University of Newcastle gave a brief address and then the boys acted out a moving and meaningful presentation.  There was a series of wide screens covered with white paper at the front, and four boys, using spray cans of paint, in succession, painted four symbols:  a boomerang, a gathering place, 2 emu tracks and smoke.  The result was a huge SORRY.
The guest speaker this year was Dr.Kelvin Kong, a Worimi man and Australia’s first Aboriginal surgeon.  He gave an inspiring talk to the boys, drawing on his own life experience.

Finally, some of the boys, wonderfully painted up, did a dance based on the Creation story in Genesis.

Bruce and I felt privileged to attend, and were really impressed with the respect for, and popularity of, the Aboriginal boys within the school body.  In thanking them, one of the non-indigenous boys emphasized how much the school has been enriched by the Aboriginal culture that has been brought to the school by the Aboriginal students

Jill and Bruce Chambers


PRESENTATION TO ROTARY

I had the pleasure of being invited to speak at the Rotary Club of Chatswood Sunrise on 16 July 2010. The topic I was asked to present was broad covering the Aboriginal history of the Bathurst/Mudgee/Rylstone region of New South Wales, known as Wiradjuri country with reference to particular Aboriginal sites surrounding Kandos and Rylstone. During the presentation I spoke about the Aboriginal resistance warrior Windradyne and other historical figures Diana Mudgee (Mowgee clan, Mudgee) and Jimmy and Peggy Lambert (Dabee clan, Rylstone). 

I also discussed my Aboriginal heritage which is Wiradjuri originating from Goolma, near Mudgee and later linked to Wellington when my great great grandmother was taken to the Reverend William Watson’s mission on the Macquarie River in the late 1850s.  

The presentation was well received with great interest shown in Aboriginal culture and history as well as a desire to connect with Aboriginal people.  

Following on from my presentation a meeting was held to brainstorm what could be done in partnership with Aboriginal communities. Present were Rotary members, Bob Selinger and Eric Cantor, Nic Witton, Lane Cove Cr Scott Bennison, Convenor of L.C.R.R. Kerrie McKenzie

and two of L.C.R.R. Committee members Charlene Davison and myself. The general discussion gravitated towards running an educational ‘Two-Way Learning’ program for indigenous and non-indigenous children from the Sydney and Wiradjuri regions.  Further meetings will be held to work through the details of the future project.  

                                     Julia Bennison

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