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             Lorraine McGee-Sippel

THE DEADLYS: 15 October
 

The  15th  Annual  Aboriginal  &  Torres  Strait  Islander 
Deadly Awards Night was held in the Concert Hall of the Sydney Opera House on 15 October 2009 to a capacity crowd.

Lane Cove Residents for Reconciliation (LCRR) would like to congratulate all nominees and all winners of these prestigious awards.
 

LCRR would especially like to congratulate LCRR Co-Founder Lorraine McGee-Sippel on receiving a Deadly Award for "Outstanding Achievement in Literature".
 

Lorraine, a Yorta Yorta woman, is a published poet and writer, twice short-listed for the 'David Unaipon Award for Indigenous Writers' and has also received the inaugural 2008 Yabun Elder of the Year award.
 

Her recent autobiography "Hey Mum, What's a Half-Caste?" published by Magabala Books 2009, has received wide acclaim. 
Look for it in a bookshop near you!  

Congratulations Lorraine and well deserved!
Kerrie McKenzie,
LCRR Co-Founder  


'KANYINI' FILM SCREENING: 2 June

As part of the Northern Sydney Guringai Festival, LCRR screened the award-winning documentary film ‘Kanyini’. 

‘Kanyini’ tells a story of the Mutitjulu community near Uluru, Central Australia. Elder and Traditional Owner, Uncle Bobby Randall explains the philosophy and the four pillars of connection and identity of his people - 'Law', 'Country', 'Family' and 'Culture'. He talks about the devastating effects of white colonisation with the disruption of these four basic connections. Old film footage showing healthy, proud Traditional Owners and their laughing children from the early to mid 1900s is interwoven with scenes from today and the contrast is sad and confronting. However the magnificence of the country and Uncle Bobby's wisdom and compassion offer hope and a way forward. 

Following the production of the film, the ‘Kanyini Foundation’ www.kanyini.com.au was established to assist the Mutitjulu community. In 2008 'Yarn Up',  an Australia wide program for Yrs 11 & 12 High School students, was set up to promote Reconciliation and understanding. At the LCRR screening, Barry Zworestine, a teacher from Masada College in St Ives, enthusiastically explained how the ‘Yarn Up’ Schools’ Program  has worked in his school.

Veronica Saunders gave the Acknowledgment of Cameraygal Country. Congratulations went to LCRR members Lorraine McGee-Sippel for the recent launch and meteoric success of her autobiography, 'Hey Mum - What's a Half-Caste?' ;  and to Jill Chambers for her Lane Cove Citizenship Award, given for her community work over many years - especially in coordinating the annual Lane Cove Children's Voices for Reconciliation.

After the ‘Kanyini’ screening Wadi Wiriyanjara from Mutitjulu, addressed us and answered questions. Wadi then sang a song in his language. 
Both Lorraine and Veronica said how moving it was for them, as Koori people, to hear language sung and spoken, given that so much language has tragically been lost. A motivating evening and a reminder that there is still much work to be done.   

Jennifer Symonds, LCRR Media Officer
RECONCILIATION WEEK : LANE COVE CHILDREN’S VOICES FOR RECONCILIATION
The 28th May dawned bright and clear but for a few clouds, such a relief. That meant that the 13th Annual Lane Cove CVR could go ahead at the Lane Cove Plaza, which always makes the event so much more exciting and involving for the Lane Cove community.

Unfortunately this year several of the schools were unable to take part for various reasons – Mowbray School, because a long-planned excursion was taking place on that day, and Lane Cove West, because their  Education Week Open Day was to be held.  We are very relieved to hear that next year the NSW Education Department will be scheduling Education Week on a different week from Reconciliation Week.  Tracey Seiver,  an Aboriginal teacher at Lane Cove West, had organized her class to do some beautiful paintings which were displayed in the Plaza during the performance.  Tracey was very anxious that Lane Cove West at least had a presence there.

This year the MC was Sue Pinckham, Project Officer, Northern Sydney Aboriginal Social Plan. Sue began by Acknowledging the Cameraygal people, then Josiah Page, Yr 7 from St Ignatius College, gave the official Acknowledgement of Cameraygal Country.  Cr Ian Longbottom, Mayor of Lane Cove, welcomed the schools and the audience and made some opening remarks.  Then Sue introduced the eighty children  from Birrahlee Pre-School, who performed ‘Where is Thumbkin’ in an Aboriginal language ‘Wana Diruma’.  The children were as delightful as ever, and sang the song lustily and did the actions with just a bit of prompting from Josephine Mutch, Director of the Pre-School.

Then it was the turn of  Alexandria Park Community School – led by Louise Hamilton, the Wiradjuri language teacher at the school. All the  boys and girls sang a Greeting Song in Wiradjuri, then Louise invited all the children in the audience to do the actions while Alexandria Park sang ‘Head and Shoulders, Knees and Toes’ in Wiradjuri.  Then she taught the words to all of us and we all tried to sing and do the actions with the Alex Park children and Louise.  Great fun!  Next the children danced to a Healing story Louise had taught them.  Finally the boys danced the Brolga Dance (unfortunately Uncle Bruce Shillingsworth was unable to come with them, so the boys could not be painted up).  But it all was brilliantly done and directed, and  greatly enjoyed by all, definitely one of the highlights of the morning.

Next Greenwich  School performed a play from an Aboriginal storybook –“The Birth of the Butterflies’ which Anna Parrella, Deputy Principal , had produced.  It was very colourful and full of activity, with beautiful butterflies flying around the stage at the end.

Then the turn of Lane Cove Public School – a choir of sixty Year 4 students sang ‘The Monkey and the Turtle’, a popular Torres Strait Island song, led by their teacher, Georgina Schmidt. It was great to have such a large choir from Lane Cove School, and the song was most enjoyable.
Currambena School, who were hosting the Alexandria Park group for lunch this year, presented several items.  Several older students spoke about ‘What Reconciliation Means to Me’ and some of the students, led by Wendy Petit, one of the teachers, sang an interactive song.

Kieran Grieves brought up several of the St Ignatius boys, one of whom, Josiah Page, had given the Acknowledgement of Country.  Another, Tyrrell Freeman-Mafi talked about his background, and about coming to St Ignatius as a scholarship student.

We were very lucky this year to have as our Guest Speaker Michelle Lovegrove, from  SBS Radio’s National Aboriginal Program.  Michelle was marvelous with the children, telling a wonderful Dreaming Story from her own Ngarrindjeri Country, all the time interacting with the children – they were spellbound!
Later my husband Bruce and I were privileged to be asked to go to Currambena for lunch with the teachers and children from  Alexandria Park.  We all had a great lunch of barbecued sausages and onions on rolls, and the children had a great time together.  The Alex Park kids really love being at Currambena because they can run around with their shoes off!!

All in all, it was a very successful and enjoyable Children’s Voices for 2009 – many thanks to Lane Cove Council and particularly Faith Wieland for organizing the bus for Alex Park and for the Plaza preparations; to Sue Pinckham for being MC; guest speaker Michelle Lovegrove; and of course the schools for their enthusiastic participation.
Jill Chambers 

LCRR & LCCVR Co-ordinator


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               Michelle Lovegrove interviewing at 

                 Lane Cove Children’s Voices for

                Reconciliation -  part of the annual

               Northern Sydney Guringai Festival

(May – July)

2009 CAMERAYGAL FESTIVAL: Aug - Oct

Again this year the LCCC committee have been involved with a number of the events making up the Cameraygal Festival, promoted by Lane Cove Council.
We were delighted that Michelle Lovegrove, who is a Ngarrindjeri woman, and Executive Producer SBS National Aboriginal Radio, was able to attend the Launch and give the opening “Acknowledgment of Country”. She stayed on for some time chatting with friends and visitors. Michelle is a local resident and member of our LCRR group. 

Faith Wieland, Lane Cove Council’s Cultural Development Officer, also invited Nardi Simpson, Taronga Zoo’s Aboriginal Project Co-ordinator, to exhibit the work of the youngsters who are engaged in the Taronga Zoo’s Burbangana Awareness Program. The programme serves children of many backgrounds who have suffered disrupted schooling. 
Their paintings and photographic displays were hung in the foyer of the Council for the duration of the Festival and created a lot of interest. There were many comments by passers-by as well as others who came to Lane Cove especially to see the display. 
Faith has invited Nardi to exhibit the children’s work again next year. Nardi and some of the children were also present at the Launch of the Festival on August 15th. They showed local children a number of the animals they help care for, and gave a short talk on the programme. (Nardi may be better known to some of you as a singer with the “Stiff Gins” group).

Also assisting with the Festival Launch was Aboriginal entertainer Johnny Huckle who engaged the children in the “Wombat Wobble” and other songs and dances.

Our LCRR major contribution was on the 1st September when Dr. Marlene Kong, a  Worimi  woman, gave  a talk on the role in the maintenance of  health in their families and  communities by  Aboriginal  women. Her  talk  was well   received  and   led  to   numerous  questions  and discussion. Marlene has two siblings, a twin sister and a brother, who are both medical doctors. MC on  the night was Charlene Davison a Biripi woman & LCRR member. 
And finally, Sue Pinckham, a Biripi woman, LCRR member and Project Officer, Northern Sydney Aboriginal Social Plan and who runs the monthly “Yarn Up” at the Aboriginal Heritage Office (AHO) at Northbridge, offered her meetings for August and September as part of the Cameraygal Festival programme. 

Sue’s Guest Speakers are always interesting - giving different perspectives of the issues faced by Aboriginal people as they develop both their own careers, and promote their culture, in a variety of occupations.
‘Yarn-Up’ is held at the AHO on the 3rd Wed each month (6pm for 6.30pm – 8pm) and is a free, public event (different to the ‘Yarn Up Schools’ Program’ as mentioned on Page 1).  All welcome!  Do come along!

Details: AHO Ph 9949 9882 www.aboriginalheritage.org
Cassie Thornley

LCRR Representative, Cameraygal Committee

NSRRN FORUM AND FILM NIGHT: 23 October

KOORI RADIO 93.7FM 2LND
The Northern Sydney Region Reconciliation Network (NSRRN), in partnership with the Northern Sydney Aboriginal Social Plan (NSASP), organised this most successful and important event held recently at the Dougherty Centre Auditorium at Chatswood. The venue was provided courtesy of Willoughby City Council.

An ABC  Message Stick  documentary ‘2 Live 2 Deadly’  
showcased  Koori Radio  93.7FM: The Aboriginal Voice 
of  Sydney  Radio. It  traced  the  history of  Aboriginal

community  radio  in  Sydney - from  Radio  Redfern in 

the 1980s to present day  Gadigal  Information  Service  

incorporating Koori  Radio.  
The evening  was  introduced  by  Sue  Pinckham from 
the Biripi Nation, who is Aboriginal Project Officer, NSASP  and  member of NSRRN & LCRR
Acknowledgement of Cameraygal Country  was   given 
by  Clair Jackson, from the Jagara Nation, and member

of NSRRN & the Aboriginal Support Group, Manly Warringah Pittwater
MC for the proceedings was Michelle Lovegrove, from the Ngarrindjeri Nation, Executive Producer, SBS National Aboriginal Radio 1107 AM  and member of NSRRN & LCRR.   

The three Speakers were: Cathy Craigie from the Gamilaroi / Anaiwan  Nation, Co - Founder  of  Gadigal 
Information Service/Koori Radio;  Sista Agnes Ware of

the Karrarreg People of the Torres Strait, a broadcaster 
on  Koori  Radio;  and  Brad  Cooke  from  the  Bidjigal

Nation, General Manager, Gadigal Information Service.
The Speakers also featured in the documentary itself.

Their presentations were extremely inspiring as were their responses during the later Q&A session. Those attending the night felt so fortunate to have been part of the audience. We went away truly enthused by both the vision and the services offered, not only by Koori Radio but by Gadigal Information Service Aboriginal Corporation, overall. 

* People are encouraged to become a FROG (Friends & Relatives of Gadigal) Supporter: FROG (Associate) Membership Forms can be found on their web site: www.gadigal.org.au
* Also, an open invitation was extended to people who would like to visit Koori Radio at Level 3, 27 Cope St Redfern. Please phone (02) 9384 4000 to arrange a time and date. All are welcome.

A most informative and inspiring night indeed!

Kerrie McKenzie, LCRR & NSRRN

         

 Editor: C.Turner
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